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(continued from page d) 

The road to the Fourth International cannot be that of the ICL or of ih e 
SAP. The revolutionary elements in the SAP will have to sharpen their struggle 
as the objective situation approaches a crisis, on the war question and the pol~ 
itical crisis in France. They will have to get rid of the reactionary, centrist 
and pro-Stalinist elements who refuse to accept a revolutionary position* Recent 
articles in "Neue Front” indicate that they have been able to car rect the SAP line 
on the questions of the German perspectives and the necessity of criticizing ihe 
7th Congress of the Cl. They can use these points, together with the internal 
discussion on the war question, as a wedge to broaden and concretize their infer¬ 
ences with the reactionary elements. In this, they must take the offensive and 
secure the support of revolutionary elements outside. Many of the old elements 
will go and new elements will come. Rut the whole development will he in a 
revolutionary direction only on condition that the conscious revolutionary elements 
within and without these oiganizat ions pose the problem of building the new rev¬ 
olutionary International in struggle against centrism, against opportunism and 
against sectarianism* 

* *********** ******** * ******'.-**** *** ** ** ** ** * * 

In this foreword, w© have dealt primarily with the points raised by the SAP 
letter, the article in n Neue front" on the R3AP, ond incidentally the International 
Youth Bulletin, in order'to bring. out our position on ihe problem of building the 
4th International.' ;We cannot, go into a~'great many other questi ons raised, by the 
documents reprinted here',’ for" sheer lack of space, or else we should have had to 
issue another Bullet in for the purpose.' "We would, particularly want to criticize 
Pivert’s development in'relation to Trotsky's method of build ug the 4th Internat¬ 
ional; to counterpose a revolutionary"criticism of the development of the Soviet 
Union to Doriot"*s"'lih-er -to.-po.ijit Ou% ; why it was impermissible for Trotsky to 
break on the basis of . an ultimatum mth th-b^-intoxnational'Youth Bureau (Oslo 
Bureau) why it is not '"dying. a^ay as a-result of the split 'but continuing to grow 
and at the same time why it will" not''"evolve” into a new revolutionary Youth 
International. The fundamental points involved will come up again aid again on 
the road to the new communist' International, and we shall ; deal with them m future 
issues* -TV™■ _ _ r, • 

Editorial Board 
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FOREWOR D 

The experience of the pa3t twenty years has proven up to the hilt, the cor¬ 
rectness of Lenin's line on the building of the party} "unite the revolutionists, 
break with the reformists and centrists". This slogan was first carried out in 
Russia on a national scale from 1903 to 1914. The experience since then has 
shown that it has to be carried out on an international scale. 

In building the new International’we believe it is necessary to : begin with the 
unification of revolutionary foroe.s which can find themselves, in agreement, on the 
essentials of a revolutionary program. We must begin With those nearest to us 
and work outward, in order to reach the revolutionary elements in the'centrist 
organizations, in the Socialist Party and in the Communist Party, and those who 
have no party affiliation at present. 

. From the above, it will be clear why sb# much., of the material in the "NEW 
INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN"'is concerned with those groups and tendencies which have 
already declared themselves for a new*communist International. Much of-this 
material dea‘ls on the one hand, with Trotsky''and the Internationalist Communist 
League, on the other, with the Socialist Workers; Party of Germany .(SAP) and the 
International Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity (IAG) to which it belongs. 
Trotsky puts the question, "Are you with us or with the SAP against me?",. The 
SAP accepts this way of putting the question. But neither of them is actually 
a center for international regroup%ont* This center must still be built. 

We reprint their documents and open a discussion and criticism with a defin¬ 
ite political objective. Our purpose is to clarify the principle questions and 
to help the revolutionary elements in these organizations to differentiate and 
ultimately separate themselves, organizationally and politically, from reformists 
and centrists. On this question we disagree doubly with the policies of, Trotsky. 
He wishes to influence centrist and reformist elements from-within by joining 
their organization and accepting its discipline. We reject this policy as oppor¬ 
tunist. _ On the other hand, he is opposed to maintaining contact with such or¬ 
ganizations as th,e SAP and the IAG from the standpoint of an independent revolut¬ 
ionary organization, able to express its whole position, free from the discipline 
of reformists and centrists, and working to the same ends as the revolutionary 
elements .inside such organizations. We regard Trotsky's rejection of such a 
policy as sectarianism. 

Sven now, the ICL has a completely ambiguous position toward the SAP, at one 
time insisting on building the. new International "without and against the SAP", 
then inviting it to join as .one pf the original signers of the "Open Letter of 
Five" and then publishing this "Open Letter" without'siting for the reply of the 
SAP. We regard this reply as a document worth discussing and .criticizing, es¬ 
pecially since the Trotskyitesorganizations have polemic!zed against it from their 
point of view without presenting the document itself. 

In this document and elsewhere the SAP insists on the fact that it is for a 
new communist International. It bays, ".'••It is not a question of turning to 
groups who like all of us are convinced of the need for a new communist Inter¬ 
national'* (page 8, this issue), and again, "First of all we are not in favor of 
basing the new International on some kind of a new foundation, not further de¬ 
scribed, but. we want it to be built on the foundations of communism further devel¬ 
oped out of the basic Ideas of Marx, Luxemburg and Lenin", (page 12)* In the 
article of their paper '*Neue Front" on the crisis In the RSAP, they say, •', • .Every 
render- of the Neue Front **k»ows. that we- stand ,for the building of a new conmunist 
.International, now as well as before'" (p^ge 17) • • 



k . , .l„! M «The struggle against 

Thev also speak out quite sharply asa1 ” 9 and”criticism, hut above all? an 

£~2~! “;:sj sr^ssr.j-- 

proposals•** (p^S 0 _ - nS + 

And in many of their critcisms, this e ?P ha91 g U °£ points as planned economy 
sectarianism leads them to a eorroft erap^asi^ d 3utch workers today, and oers 
^der capitalism (a vital question for l ma on the SP and CP in the ’’Open 

tomorrow)i to criticisms of the poor for 4 --.^a^ on o£ the Cl would be 

Letter". Where the "Open Letter" denied that ajt g theatrical character 

s 

. . ,, for a new communist Internationa , 

But It is not enough to speak of « ommen d m approach to SP and 

to declare that one is against centrism, and to recom^ t0 fek9 a po s- 

CP workers based on their ^Tintbognise the role of the Part, ih leading the 

ition on the questions of program, to re g moods. Above all, it is 

neoessary Q 1 0 °d \Z 0 rgahitationaVconclusions from political differences. ^ 

It is precise!, on theee points that the SAP doss ^^“^^ 0 ? only 
ar, position! »« « sa f .that the Sd practical policy", 

example, propaganda and criticism^but . . v flow from a clear revolutionary pr 

it is putting "above all" that which can on y t Bu t on the very q u ® sta ° n 

gram on which there is full agreement nto th P > tl0M of t hs movement .0 

• ^i^l": KtrSe^nfwithin the part,. 

SS 

“•SS le^mf Inlhe ^srafthe ^^on^l % Z pers- 

. — — — 

Ttio to Stalinism, are struggling Within it. 

But the SAP has been in existence f or over6?^^* 
that it has not reached agreement wqthin 1 ove all" in the sense of subordin 

Apparently they are putting °° n ^ et ^ C > V ^ hiB the party, as th^eir' representative 
-ting and' postponing questions of program wi 
Sdhwab did at the IAG lost February. 

' on the role of the party both the "Open T.“ 

silent. Neither raises the question of how to d P vanguar d cut off from 

SiTJis actual position, the Trotsky groups as^ detashed^a^g . on th e m00 b 

the masses, and the SAP as a rearguard of the masses^basi ^ RrQ impreSS9 d with 

of the masses today and not upon "^nitational slogan of the 4th Internat- 

the dangers of isolation "if we put the g< exclusively in the foregrrond. 

ional which is necessarily abstract for b 9 “Nation precisely to make the slogan 
But'it is the task of the revolutionary ' commu nist international and not as 

of the 4th International (in the sense < tfl \ a living reality for the 

v-Jt IZSSSL ^ - - - 
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favor of it. It must come out in favor of it first and then proceed to build it, 
iwc ?f r ® ct for th ® Trotskyites to proclaim the immediate launching 
* thQ 4 i h International as the perspective, but no less incorrect to postpone the 
propaganda for the new communist International on the ground that the masses are 

hfL ready + f i r ^‘ %at would b ® a reason for not announcing that it has already 
been created but no reason not to go ahead and build the foundation for it, 

+o v Th8 , 3A f, State f that ^ is agaipet centrism, yet its criticism of Trotsky at- 
. -■ 0bly J' h ® sectarianism of his policy and makes no criticism of its opportune 

pf®\ .f°_ they sti l 1 approv ® h * 3 sending the Trotskyite groups into the Socialist 
Party in France and everywhere else except Holland and the USA? Do they approve 
ofthe polxcjr of these groups when in the SP? Was it correct for them to drop 
ff®° f aovi ® t ^» to come out. for the constituent assembly and a workers and 
peasants government in the shape of a.Blum-Cachin coalition, when they themselves 

r!a! 1 -H n ^ 1Ved 1 ^, B ': uo s P art y? Does the silence Oji this point mean thet they 
regard those policies as revolutionary realism? 

the probleia of building the Party, we hear a great deal about 

■Jrflimfnf ^ 1V9Ly v a f d with centrists, in order, on the basis of common 

agreement on certain fundamentals to drive masses of workers 'into.action* So far 

+| r ®m tba f failure to do this has been one of the great .weaknesses 
nt-n ^ ^ Ju of th ® Trot&kyites* But what about the equally necessary task of 
^ these concrete actions to expose and break with the hopelessly Centrist 

° '"“ff leaderships? Action alone subordinated to such policies and such 

; bring the masses forward on the road to revolution, The dis— 

appoxn men s and disillusionment will no,t in and of themselves show them the 
revolutionary way^out but may lead to indifference. It is precisely the function 
the revolutionists m such action to pr,spare for the inevitable break with' the 
centrists, and reformists b£ clarifying and differentiating the revolutionists from 
them.. Otherwise we have simply, in spite of declarations and wishes to the con- 
rary, unity for unity's sake. This means in the final analysis, subordination 
to centrists nnd reformist*. .Have the SAP members forgotten that their party 
ites? ar0S9 fr ° m a Progressive split in the German SP and another in the Brandler- 


... H °w does the SAP estimate the perspectives of the I AG? 4s it is today, the 

+ 7 18 a loose federation of groups and parties of conflicting tendencies, orient¬ 
ating toward, the 2nd, the 3rd, a 2^ or. a 4th (communist) International. . it is not 
an international center because it has no discipline, its ..resolutions are not nec- 
fu S + r +u y bindlng °b any of its members, . its parties have in common.only the fact 
+ , a \^ ey . are . ib the 2nd or 3rd Internationals. The SAP speaks of utilizing 
the IAG as a basis in ordqr to develop out of it the new International** (page 184. 
But it also speaks of "working together for the new communist International" (page 
12). Do they imagine that the,IAG will "develop" into the new International, by 
gradual evolution and reform? Or do they believe as we do, that in order to build 
an international revolutionary, party, it will be necessary to clarify, different- 
9 ? nd to brea ^ with centrist and reformist elements? The NAP (Norwegian Labor 
? aS ; alr ? ady tb ® 1 bu t bot as a result of .the policy of the SAP. 

If the break with the NAP had been the result of a principled political fight re- 
+v Xt T"« ^-b tbe strengthening of the revolutionary .influence within the parties of 
i!« iJn * thl8 .; br ®^' w ?uld -have; strengthened the revolutionary forces, including the 
ealthy worker elements m^thaN 4P, and weakened the centrist and reformist-element:, 
irst of all, the leadership of the NAP, ,V consistent struggle for a revolution¬ 
ary program within the parties of the IAG, using the IAG as a contact center, would 
ri ve away many reformist .&&& eluants ^ but wcul4 win ova r c oncolida^ 
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But this does not mean that the IAG can take the place of an international 
revolutionary center. It means that an international revolutionary center mus.^ 
be created, and must utilize the existing IAG precisely in order to agi ah nin 
it for the new 4th International. It cannot make acceptance of the 4th ^te: nat¬ 
ional a condition for its entering such a federation. This was the ultimatum 
that Trotsky presented to the IAG and also the International Youth Bureau. .;, ■ 

But if we cannot demand acceptance of the new 'communist International in 
advance, there is no excuse for any weakness or vacillation Inconstantly propa^ 

gandizing for it and trying to convince the healthy elements within the IAG t a 

the building of the new International is the central task and that it is. indis¬ 
pensable to carrying out every other serious 'task.^ . The SAP^wttll^not ^yance 

the building of the new International by .making unity m the I.\G a fetish as i . 
accuses Trotsky of doing.with the 4th International. .. 

The most unsatisfactory part of the document is the section dealing with war. 
Precisely because it tests the concreteness and practical activity which_the 5nP 
desires, we find the policy actually adopted intolerably loose, vague and. iwpracr 
tical. It speaks of '’utilizing the desire of the broad masses of the people tor 
peace** and of "beginning the broadest united front with, all, forces that have a 
real will for peace" (page 11). This approach takes no account of the realities 
of the class struggle and reflects the Stalinist ideology of the people s Front 
and the Leagues against far and Fascism. Here -again we must begin with what is 
closest to us, the revolutionary sections of the proletariat, and through.th^o 
mobilize the masses of the proletariat. A revolutionary policy, that is rea is ic 
will draw the lessons of the' Anglo-Russian Committee and the Chinese revolution, - 
which the SAP accepts, and point out that it is always under all circumstances- _ 
fatal to subordinate the independent class activity of the,proletariat to that ot 
the petty bourgeoisie, and. that it is always., under all. circumstances necessary tor . 
the proletariat, led by its. class conscious vanguard, to retain both its class - ,<■ c 
independence- and leadership as a class in united fronts with the petty bourgeoisie,: 
together with v&om it constitutes- "the people".- A ‘revolutionary per ty leading the 
masses of the proletariat and sweeping behind it the masses of tie petty bourgeois¬ 
ie, in a Leninist-practice of the united front can mobilize the masses in a rev¬ 
olutionary struggle against war. Only then can a united, front with the petty 
bourgeoisie, thoroughly correct in itself, be anything else bub a trap for 
proletariat. But for this, a clear conception of the role ,of the. party wifhin 
the proletariat and of the independence and initiative of the proletariat with 
relation to the other 'classes of s ociety is .ne.cessary* Such formulas as these 
cited above, tend to confuse and blur this clear conception, and make possible 
all kinds of pacifist and petty bourgoois illusions. • ' 


On the People’s Front and on the Soviet Union, the, SIP reply accepts t he 
Stalinist position without criticism, instead of s harply rejecting it On princ iple 
grounds. Neither the SAP nor t he IAG can function as a progressive-facta* lor 
the building of the new communist International merely by continuing-their p resen 
policies, structure and method. In both there .are revoluti.ono* y. elements, add 
centrist elements moving leftward as well as reactionary centrist ,and ‘ opportunist 
elements. This evolution must lead to either, an opeh struggle of the incompafc ible 
elements or the capitulation of the "left" to the right wing and center. Lis . 
the duty of revolutionists to work toward the former course through. comradely . <. 

criticism and not through wholesale condemnations,, bureaucratic ultimaiurns an 
mere abstention. It is also our, duty not to fqster any illusions that th e present 
policy.-atod -composition of .either- of .-thos-e organizations i3 correct and Marxian., ••• 

(Continued inside front cover) 


FRAUCEs 


THE REVOLUTIONARY LEFT AND THE TROTSKYITE EXPERIENCE 
(From "L‘INTERNATIONALE", Nov. 15th, 1935) 

Marceau Fivert has finally decided to show the French proletariat that he 
is its great revolutionary leader. All those who have had doubts on this score 
willnow be reassured. 

He has created the "revolutionary left " of the S.F.I.0.(French Socialist 
party) and elaborated the platform of this left-wing. This platform is composed 
of dfeven short paragraphs; each one of which is a tour de force. 

The first proposes to the S.F.I.O. to transform the anti-fascist defense 
into an °^ en f e against capitalism. By this ultra-revolutionary proposition 
the. left" tries to present the actual position of the Socialist Party as a 
position of defense against fascism, although it is, in reality, a position of 
capitulation before it. The "left" also wishes to direct the discontent of 
the most advanc«^i workers of its party along the lines of revolutionary phrase¬ 
mongering. Upon examining the actual relation of class forces, a true revolutionary 
policy would consist in organizing the proletariat on a political basis, for an 
active defense against fascism, and on the trade-union field, against the attacks 
of the employer and the State. This really defensive position wouid permit the 
proletariat to gather together its foroes, match them with the forces of the 
er \ er ^daily struggled, and to pass on finally to the offensive against 
‘capitalism and its rule. To speak today of engaging in this offensive is chatter 
from the mouths of unconscious men and_ shameful deceit from the mouth of pretenders 
of Marceau Pivert's type. 

The second paragraph proposes to transform the Peoples Front into a peoples 
front of struggle. But it carefully avoids explaining to us how this transforma¬ 
tion can be realized when the Peoples Front is composed of agents of the bour¬ 
geoisie (Herriot, Daladier, etc.), of faithful valets of the bourgeoisie, (Blum, 
Evrard, etc.) and hirelings of Stalin (Thorez, Cachin), who carries on trade with 
the French and world bourgeoisie to the harm of international proletarian interests. 

To speak of transforming the Peoples Front instead of denouncing it sig¬ 
nifies becoming an accomplice to all the crimes it has already committed and is 
called upon to commit in the future against the proletariat. 

The third paragraph oalls for a people's militia and committees of public 
safety which will offer competition to the power of the bourgeoisie. This 
grandiose revolutionary task must be accomplished, according to the "left" by 
the Socialist Party, that is to say, by a party whose policy and action for at 
least twenty years is an unbroken chain of oapitulations and treasons. Socialist 
workers of the loft, remember that the history of the workers movement does not 
know of any occurrence whore a party sunk in treachery has lifted itself up and 
become on.«e again the revolutionary guide of the proletariat. On the oontrary, 
this history teaches us that when a party sinks into treachery, the proletariat 
replaces it, in a more or less long period, of ’•feLme, by another which takes steps 
forward for the entire working class towards itaf^omplete liberation. 

To pretend to the workers that one can reform tho Socialist Party is the 
negation of the lessons of the history of the workers movement and a supreme 
attempt ~to-block or at least notand ^preparatory, .work-far the--creation of a class 
party* 
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The Povfttz 'revolutionary defeatism during war# This stand 
— owr approval and adhesion if it had been accompanied by an af- 
fi rmzrti-m the necessity of anti-militarist work within the army, before war# 

No consider that without this affirmation, to extol revolutionary defeatism is only 

dUSt in one?s G ^ es because it signifies replacing today's indispensable 
v ^rK for tomorrow* 

in favor S*** F 0i fh° al L S f ° r liberation of colonial peoples and aid to movements 
it wZZl S bh . o: !- r . iibe f atlo n« In order to pose as one hundred percent revolutionary 
Caoita?? J n lall ^ S v 0t t0 oom P romisG too much with native feudal elements, 7 

wa r n 300101 ^+!°^- °f Se ° iS * Hcmnrer ' as if b y chance, this paragraph forgets to 

"socialist^ °?? pr £ miSlng Wlth a party (evGn if ib calls itself 

for exa^Sle the lts bourgeoisie in its policy of colonial plundering, as 

the dGVP?n™ m + kp 10 d 0 ? s r. Suob a warning would have contributed much more towards 
But U diTnnt n revolutionary consciousness among the socialists than the first! 
Pivort, ' + ’ harmonlse Wlth the groat "revolutionary" principles of Marceau 

are pushi^the^oc Unity ' without determining the causes that 
to oxanvirm^thnen ~ llst Party and the Communist Party towards uniting. Failure 
mi,!?™ ni £ It '° aausc5 arasGS p rom the desire to hide from the worker! the actual 
lotnri-t the°en the f? pa ^ os which consists in making acceptable to the pro- 
ion^ok 1 ^ ^ communit y °f interests of the Soviet bureaucracy and the French bour 

Sr ?hS tru°S°?r? h tly T 1 ’ 6 w0rk0rs ^»ng S id 0 the bourgeoH?^ ?o 

lunist SSt ™r«SV l6,,ifiS ir aSkI,,e th0 roal P 011 ^ ° f «“> 

Win „r,^lv + b Pities and warning them against the betrayal these parties 

VoSSSloS ?FP“- «°I? a ta ? k not enter into^he iS/oFXo ' . 

n gro"tor internal tr ^ es to hide this fact by chatter about the necessity of 

tornni rio m rt^ Grnal j dGmOCr 2' Cy * Socialist .workers, such necessary and greet in- 

^ l,Tr S J 0t a F ayS ” s ' TCr th0 «”»*«<»>< ’»hot rilA, thl role 

^ISiSdflSSIrgZSUi^/ 0 ^ *° thiS <iUeSti0n alOTe “ USt d0t °™ ia0 

is to T wi°r, S n3 C ^ th P° int .f forms us simply that "the goal of the revolutionary left 
13 to win over a majority of the militants of the SFIO to these viewpoints." 

. of ^^"rdvolutilSarv^oft^fo 1011 * 1 ^ poi “ ted oub bhe real content of the viewponts 
that it T7 1 5 eaoh roader of "L"lnternationale" to realize 

olusion witL^ftS: ^ groat of £ ort s to realize its goal. We draw this con- 
inevitable intern"? ?• into account the possible evolution of this "loft", with 
party. " 1 llmitatl0ns > which must load to an organic break with their 

n<? ^^ 4 -° XCU ? ldnod bbe political platform of the "revolutionary left" let 

?he C "C0°rSis? constitutibn. About a^ear ago, 

c°nal°cr h °t ^ th ° tSi!^ 01, 

drawing closer in Th7 the masses as before the entrance. Jhe work of 

socialists Jhei JiS maSSG !,ha* beon replacdd by flirtations with the left- 

whS^iots^i?^ 

trance^into the SFIO fo^th 7 ^ ? tr ° ng SidG GVen to tbose opposed to on- 

KfS! IS 

b.rrbdd bo boo, 
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v r r s l^''' 0 ' f ’- their tactic, and their truly revolutionary educational work 

but the mesuit^of- the fact that they adapted themselves to the state of mind ~- 
of the revolting elements of the Socialist Party. It is natural that these 
elements are concentrated in the Seine District, and above all in the youth. 
After the expulsion of the Trotskyites from the youth, the majority of the 
Seme Federation solidarized themselves with them. 


Just, at this.moment the creation of the ’’revolutionary left" intervenes. 

Its role is explained by this strange co-incidence. It consists first in sowing 
tr0 ^ua? am ° n £ youth revolting against the direction of the Party, and then 

T r ot?k 5 rltos ' facilitating tho otpuUion 

to ” by the N,vtiori " 1 Cour -cil - Tho rapid succooses 

TrotXito influence! ^ ° r “ ° Ur ° PlM ° n ab ° Ut th0 TOaB10ss of tho 


Bolshovik-Lcnmists and yound socialists, the Trotskyist tragie-comody 
which is drawing to its close, and the”revolutionary loft" comedy which is 
beginning, must arouse you to restudy the -question of an independent revolution¬ 
ary organization.and to consider our position not as the reflection of our 
so-called sectarianism, but as our profound conviction based upon the inter- • - 
®fP e f 10 ^®® of the proletariat that nothing so solid and durable can 
briqf. profit to the proletarian revolution than its INDEPENDENT class 
organization* 


BRAZIL: 


"FRENCH TURN" ANI> THE MOVEMENT FOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL 

Rio de Janeiro, 1935 

Dear Comrade, 

.......In Brazil we work under the most rigorous illegality and are always 

porsocuted by the most arbitrary terrorism which deports and kills the mili¬ 
tants very frequently. 


„ ■n, SU T h ^ a ?' ooaured a few days after I broke with the dissident 

of the I*C#L# (Brazilian Section) 


group 


_ ,? t v is VG ry.difficult to inform you about the revolutionary situation in 
Brazil because it is in the state of a really tremendous chaos. Inside the 
I.C.L. there is a sort of a devilish bureaucracy which chokes all possible 
evolution. I am preparing a report about the political situation in Brazil which 
I will send to.you later on. In the meantime, I wish to tell you something con¬ 
cerning the critical state of the I.C.L. and of the groups which broke up on 
the question of the "French Turn". P 


. ■^ ie buckwurdness of the country as a whole, its unequal development, and 
m consequence, the heterogeneity of the proletariat, have caused an extreme 
weakness or the proletarian movement here* 


The Stalinists are even more 
of an anarchistic influence of th 
1922. 


opportunistic here than elsewhere, because 
petty-bourgeoisie since they started in 
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By tho timo of tho revolution of 1930, a loft opposition was bom in.-the 
Communist Party without any clear program or definite principles*: This group 

loft the CP and established asootion of tho ICL joining Trotsky 1 s organization. 

The loaders of this group which was organized in Sao Paulo wore Fernando 
(or Bcrardo) and Apparicio* 

This group though quite isolated from the proletarian movomont^ could in¬ 
crease rapidly* In its composition tho intellectual jpetty bourgeoisie predom¬ 
inated. Its paper was the Class Struggle (Lucta de Classe). 

In the beginning of tho year 1934, it entered tho proletarian movement-. 

At the timo, there wore eighty memborsj one Region in Sao Paulo, 'another in Rio, 
and a third ono in Coara. * 

After tho I*C*L* had declared its independence of the C*I., a sort of in¬ 
ternal crisis resulted* There were many private divergences between Fernando 
and Apparicio, each intoning to be the Chief of the Organization* Fernando 
was in favor of the utmost democracy while Apparicio thought the most rigorous 
centralism necessary. Truly, this struggle was indeed a real expression of the 
unhealthy condition of the organization, and, in tho last analysis, a natural 
consequence of Trotsky 1 s political line* 

The first phase of the internal crisis occurred in Sao Puulo whore tho 
C.C* lived. Both the leaders formed their factions and the.fight assumed the 
methods of gangsterism. Never can we describe all the intrigues which took 
pIo.ce and constitued a most complex situation* 

Finally, by the time an anti-fascist Manifesto was issued,,in October 1934, 
hurriedly promoted by the adventurists of the P*C*B*, the fractional struggle- 
culminated* Fernando decided that the organization should not participate, for, 
it had the help of the Caulista government* Apparicio preached the contrary> 

The 0.8* v/as dissolved and a new one was established in Rio# This C.C* was a 
sympathizer of Apparicio and suspended provisionally* The Sao Paulo.Region 
(forty members) broke up and the organization, that for six months did not 
publish its paper, afterwards foil into complete apathy* 

It v/as at that time that I applied for membership* The atmosphere was 
unbreathable; everything was in a total p aralysis* We received about that 
time, with considerable delay due to the actual disorder of the organization, 
tho documents about the "French Turn*" * 

The first to write on this subject was I# For certain mysterious reasons 
the thesis I then wrote, disappeared later on, and I could not keep.any copy 
of this work (one of the methods of the political struggle)* On this thesis 
I stated the following point of view* 

l) The Turn was a consequence of the.errors of the past, chiefly of tho 
ontiro isolation of the I.C.L. and of the course of its merely negative ac¬ 
tivity, which had caused a heterogeneous ideology among its elements• 

2; Tho Turn obviously had to be transformed into an international prin¬ 
ciple which would affect all the sections directly by their accepting.it, or 
through degeneration of their ideology in consoquence of the liquidation of 
tho international organization* 

3 ) The Turn, the theories which have defended it and its consequences, had 
to destroy the I.C.L* It was based upon an erroneous conception of the social- 
democracy, and certainly was bound to impede the evolution of the social-demo¬ 
cratic masses to the left* Justification of the turn as a simple tactic v/as no 
more than a way of maneuvering to conciliate the recalcitrant* 
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Or^e day aTier issue of this document., which was signed by Fernando 

and two other comrades * Josue and Andre * the first read my thesis and jmmed* 
iately adhered to it* We combined to take out a paragraph where I said that 
even for the French section the adhesion to tho Feoples Front was not advisable# 

Ihe fraction was founded by 7 militants and had my thesis -as a platform# 

It started a ferocious bureaucratic struggle against us# Tne atmosphere got 
worse day by day and the political question became at last a sort of band it ism* 
Apparacio* the leader of the group in favor of the turn * came 10 Rio in order to 
direct the maneuvers personally* ' 

The fraction increased rapidly* and within a month we had a smashing major* 
ity of the elements. The other group was soon reduced to 5 members in all the 
country* 3 of them were in the C#C»P. which had 5 members. At that time there 
came to us the Resolution of the Plenum of the I.S. which consecrateu the bur* 
eaucratio turn# 

The fraction called for a National Convention (the IVth) which decided to 
break with the IoS# and at the same time expel the 5 pro > * n Turn n members for their 
absolutely immoral behavior# 

Therefore* there were already certain important differences within the 
fraction nbout the French question and ab # out internal organization* 

Fernando little by little showed in the fraction his private affairs with 
Apparicio# The atmosphere became poisoned and all sorts of intrigues cirtiul* 
ated everywhere# in the Convention at last the divergences appeared frankly t 
Fernando insisted on keeping the name of tho ICL (Brazilian Section) for our own 
group* I contested this idea saying this would impede development later on# 
Fernando won the victory and in some contradiction* we adopted tho resolution 
about the French turn which you know# 

I waff elected Secretary thenjbut since the first meetings* the intrigues 
and divergences have become stronger and stronger# On the basis of these di* 
vergences, I insisted on sending a fraction to the Young Workers (tluventude 
Trabalhista) and pleading for the abandonment of tho bureaucratic methods of the 
administration of the ICL. I asked for the adoption of measures to raise the 
ideological level and the discipline of all tho groups. Fernando systematically 

opposed all this. in the meantime the 5 pro* ,l Tum ,t members organized an inde* 
pendent group and issued a Manifesto and a paper called "Lucta de Classo ,, . Tho 
Manifesto was signed by the ICL Secao Brasileria# .The situation became chaotic 
indeed. ' * 


In my absence while ill* Fernando prepared a lot of intrigues against me# 

I abruptly received a letter from the C#C# accusing me of a number of ridiculous 
deeds. I defended myself* sending them a letter and a written appreciation of 
tho unbearable bureaucracy of the organization# 


I asked them to issue this document and spread it amongst all the groups 
but such was not done and when I came back* I was informed that tho C#C. had d© 5 - 
cided to put mo out until the Convention# During this time* X resolved with 
other militants* to work independently* and our task succeeded* for we could find 
some connections with some workers and sympathizers• 




The line of the other groups evolved more and more into the pro-”Tum n 
position# I loyally sent them all the material which I was receiving from 
abroad but they did not want to read and know about it (l)* Last September 
another convention was held here, the Vth, which without consulting the docu¬ 
ments I sent, has decided to reconcile itself with comrade Trotsky, join the 
Committee of Amsterdam and ask the IS to expel the Apparicio group and consider 
the other as the group ICL - Secao Brasileria* 

As for me, I was turned out on the basis of the political divergences pre¬ 
sented in the document?'‘I sent them and in which I fixed my point of viqW over the 
situation* 

At present, we have in Brazil, two groups of the ICL; one with Apparicio 
as the leader and the other with Fernando* Both have the- same name, issue a 
mimeographed paper with the identical title, have the sam6 political si tuation 
and mutually« exchange insults* 

The number of the militants has decreased enormously* I found contact 
with some comrades who agree with the basis of the new Zimmerwald and I hope we 
can easily form a Marxist independent group very soon* 

With best comradely greetings, 

L. 

Notes - The above letter is given by us in the original English of the writer* 
with very few corrections* 

Ed. 

•UNITED STATESs 


IN ANSWER TO WEISBORD 

( Reply of the ITALIAN LEFT COMMUNIST FRACTION (Bordiga Group) 
to article in the ’’Class Struggle”, November, 1935) 


In the Mass Struggle” of November 1935, Weisbord, reviewing the dis¬ 
cussion that took place between.his group and ours, completely falsified 
our position on the question of trade unions, and on the quesstion of war 
and the permanent revolution* Concerning the trade unions, we did not exclude the 
possibility for the revolutionary forces of organizing the American proletariat, 
but we are against the adventurist manner in which Weisbord pretends to organize 
them* 


We stated and maintained, not that the bureaucracy of the A*F* of L. 
will change, will become progressive, or anything of the kind, but that they 
would not be able to stop the struggle of the organized workers against the 
capitalist class; and in order to make sure of that, it is the duty of all 
revolutionary forces to be where the masses are* 

That does not mean that we Hi all neglect the great majority of unorganized 

labor• 


On the question of war and fascism Weisbord also misrepresented our view 
We did not say that only through the trade union could one fight fascism and 



war, but trough the class struggle, through tho union andoutside the union. 
Weisbord told us that we need to fight fascism; but did he not also say that 
if Mussolini wins the war, there would be no more possibility for a revolution 
in Italy because Italian capitalism would be able to satisfy tho masses and 
inoculate them with fascist culture so that they will forget the experiences 
of their forefathers and the class struggle? Is that Marxism of the period 
of' wars and revolution? That is why Weisbord posed the struggle against the 
war of Italia.n capitalism against Ethiopia as a question of aligning himself 
with and defending, not tho Ethiopian people, but their exploiter Haile 
Selassie, accepting the help of democratic Franco-England 

No, this is not our road or the road of the Ethiopian people or the 
Italian proletariat. This is the road of maneuvering between the imperialist 
powers. Our road is tho road of class struggle against Italian, French, 
and EngLish capitalism* and Ethiopian feudalism, for the liberation of the 
colonial peoples with tho holp of the proletarian revolution. 

On the permanent revolution, Weisbord again distorts our point of view# 
Yes, we stated that only the proletarian revolution through its dictatorship 
can solve tho national end agrarian questions, and all the needs .of tho people 
in the colonial countries. Wo refuse to accept his anti-Marxist theory that 
the bourgeoisie could load or solve tho problems of the colonial peoples. 

Weisbord put the proletariat in the background, as tho tail of the move¬ 
ment, stating as his reason, that it was an insignificant minority. 

Wo are fighting for the only solution for the working class, that is, 
the violent overthrow of capitalism. Doos that mean that we are not fighting 
for the daily needs of the masses? Only a bureaucrat like Weisbord could 
state that we are against partial demands, and that wo are only for the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Weisbord liod when ho wrote that wo make no distinction between the 
Franco-German war or the Italo-Ethiopian war. We did state that if he is 
for tho defense of Selassie, why is ho not for tho defense of the French 
democracy against German fascism? After all, it is democracy against fascism, 
end this must bo progressive for those like Weisbord who do not understand 
tho process of tho class struggle, and the duty of tho revolutionist to fight 
all oppressors, be they democratic or fascist, representatives of capitalism 
or feudalism. 


November 2 2, 1935 
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REPLY OF TiU 8.A.P, 


to ■m.T&XFt ar.mjo?™ Lsittsp. 


•f 


1. General 

The open letter is supposed to reach the broadest possible circles 
of the working class, but above all the most advanced layers of the world pro 
letariat, to be heard and discussed by them. 

The document as it lies before us does not seem to us appropriate, 
for this purpose* The tone in which it speaks 9 the manner in which i cri lcxze 
the old organizations, in our opinion, make it difficult for it o pene ra e i 
these layers. 

The criticism is not positive enough in its content. The mistakes 
of the old organizations are set down very briefly, in part wrongly and in¬ 
adequately. Almost nothing is said as to what policies are necessary, e n ® 

cessity of the fourth international is hot explained to the forcer ro “ > e P 

ing of concrete tasks, but the organization form is put to him abstrac y. <« 
consider this wrong, for it is not a question of turning to groups wo, i 0 & 
of.us, are already convinced of the need for a new communist international, cut; 
it is a question of the broader circles of the world proletaria , w om wo, wa 
first to convince. From the document it does not appear why the o na lona 
organizations cannot possibly be reformed, nor does it sufficien y P oin 
lack of a real international and the necessity of creating one because o 
international character of the proletarian struggle. 

Important experiences of the class struggle in recent yearo 
mentioned at all or only inadequately. Nothing is said about pro lerns w ic 
recently arisen', such as state capitalism, and the illegal organiza ions o 
proletariat in Germany, Italy, Austria etc. do not exist for the documen 


11 . Gone rote Proposals for Amendments . 

a. 2° sections 1-7 regarding the parties of the Second_ International 

It is not in accordance with tho facts to say that ’‘all the terrible 
lessons pass by without leaving a trace". 

We know that not only in Franco is tho attempt maoo on many sides, 
even if often inadequately, to learn from the gorman defeat, but above, all in 
Spain tho lessons of tho.Gorman defeat made a decisive impression, on^ . c 
ist leadership (Caballero - Araquistan etc.) and contributed to the turn m thci 

policy. 

faat was now and unique in the Spanish development was the fact^that 
the section of the Socond International there participated in a leading capaci y 
in tho October insurrection and its organization. This was the °nly c ... 

which M tho sociar-~dcmocracy separated itself from tho oourgoois s a o v ro 
Naturally this doos not moan that the policy of the S.P* of Spain was.corrcc 
even in tho last months, but it appears today in the eyes of the masses as a r 
lutionary party. Thoro is no guarantee that the lino of development that has 
.been started ’will be continued, or that tho organization will bo clariiied in a 
communist sense, but it is completely impossible to say of the leaders oi this 
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party simply bhat they -re "degenerated to the marrow* tied to the bourgeoisie 
by mater i'll interests and patriotic views"• 

Nor is it possible to say this gene rally of all the other parties 
of the Second International. As to the leadership of the S .P. which is located 
in Austria we know that*, contrary to Otto Bauer and Co. * it contains many elements 
which arc devoted to the proletariat and revolutionary in their views* even if 
they are all alcking in experience * maturity* and firmness of principle. 

An open letter to the world proletariat must not be silent on the 
Belgium "plan" movement. This movement has shown that in certain situations 
enormous masses can be brought into motion even by reformist slogans * large parts 
of the middle-classes can be won over and neutralized* and that it is oven pos¬ 
sible in part to bring disruption into the state apparatus. The progressive 
elements os this movement must be pointed out* and it must be explained that it 
is impossible to arrive at victory if at the head of its movement there is not a 
revolutionary party* but reformists who put a brake on the movement for fear of 
the revolutionary forces which they have themselves released. 

Today the situation in Belgium is that a large part *presumably the 
majority* of bho proletariat is supporting the government because it is bringing 
about a temporary economic improvement* ind because* being full of illusions as 
to the future it has not yet recognized the full depth of the reformist betrayal. 
Another* smaller* part regards the entry into the government as betrayal of the 
plan . Only the smallest part is directly opposed* but even it has no clear con¬ 
ception of what to do. In this situation* to speak only of betrayal* without 
mentioning plan movement* means to turn away themself from the Belgium workers. 

As far as Franco is concerned* the complete inadequately of the 
criticism is obvious to everyone who -watches attentively the development that is 
taking place. It is unau.eetion?blc that while on the one hand that Fascists arc 
arming * the policies of the so-called "peoples Front" have led to a great rise 
in the anti-Fascist forces. We must show' the .worker yh it gratifying ■ as each*, a* s 
rise may bo* these policies will lead to the abyss if they remain purely defen¬ 
sive and not dociscvly anti-capitalist* not revolutionary* and in addition is 
preparing for civil peace with the bourgeoisie. One must not bo satisfied* in¬ 
stead of explaining this* with the statement* "The S.P. of Franco continues to 
hang on *in vain* to the republican bourgeoisie"* 

This is just as empty and fruitless as the statement that the 5.P. 
on a ir orld scale shows itself unable even "to mobilize the masses for its own 
defense". We must show that it mobolizcs them wrongly and prove this in an 
understandablc manner. 

b • Sections -8-1 2 regarding the parties of the Third Intcrnational 

Thu statement made here that the CoP, of Germany "continues to ruin 
the little authority it has left"* that the CoP* in Austria and in Spain showed 
itself "incapable of building an organization having any influence whatever"* 
that its sections,, "can no longer come back out ot their nothingness"* arc one 
and all untrue. 















Even if tho C.P. did not play a leading role in Spain, still wo cannot 
say that'it was completely insignificant; still loss is this true of Austria where 
tho C.P. became an influential organization only after the February defeat, and 
has absorbed many good proletarian elements. In England the C.P. today is as in¬ 
significant as it was before, but wc have to reckon with the possibility of an up¬ 
turn as a result of the policy of the Labor Party and as a possible government party• 
In Sweden and Holland tho election figures show a. certain upturn. In Belgium ah ^ 
upturn in the party can result from the bitter experiences with tho coalition. In 
Bulgaria and in Yugoslavia the C.P., numerically and in influence, is tho strong¬ 
est proletarian organization. In Czechoslovakia it sooms to have overcome its low¬ 
est point. 

Instead of tho statement as to tho alleged decline of the C.P. organi¬ 
zations, a criticism with some content must be made of the policies of these organ¬ 
izations. It must bo mado clear that tho growth of votes and parliamentary seats, 
and oven Mio growth of sympathy among tho people (as in Franco) does not yet prove 

anything as to the correctness of its policies, that on tho contrary the policies 

of theso organizations have nothing in common with communist policies, and therefore 
must lead tho proletariat to the abyss. Here too it is necessary to pay attention 
to tho tone of the criticism, if wo sot any value upon boing hoard by communist 
workers.- In this rospoct it is fatal simply to state that the C.P. of irance is 
"paving the wajr for fascism". Wo must show that in spite of the revolutionary will 
which inspires tho communist workers, in spite of the apparently revolutionary mass 
movement, this movement itself develops on the basis of bourgeois democracy and not 
of tho proletarian revolution, and therefore necessarily mrnst load to fatal results. 

Not only bocauso of the effect-on communist (and social-democratic) 
workers, but also for our own sake, wc must say more on tho Soviet Union than a fow 

negative and over-sharp sentences. Wo must show tho objectives tendencies of de¬ 

velopment which are striving toward socialism in the U.S.S.R., the dangers which 
threaten this development from the national and international policies of tho 
bureaucracy, wo must point emphatically to our solidarity with those socialist ten¬ 
dencies, and show that tho proletarian revolution is necessary in other countries 
precisely for tho sakG of the dofonsc of the Russian Octobor. Wo must show that tho 
policies of the Stalinist- bureaucracy aro endangering tho U.S.S.R., but that in 
reality only our policy can defend the socialist conquests. Instead, the "Open 
Letter" contains an entirely negative passage, entirely hostile to .the U.S.S.R., the 
entirely un-Marxian characterization of tho Stalinist system as "conservative abso¬ 
lutism", and at the close, the monstrous statement, "Nowhere in the world is true 
Leninism persecuted with such severity as in the U.S.S.R."* To the worker whoso 
manner of thinking is not determined by fractional struggles, this means that Hitler 
is not as bad as Stalin. 

Fihally as to the question of tho calling of tho Seventh Congress, it 
is entirely possible that it will actually take place. Instead of declaring tho 
opposite, it should bo proven that hhis congress will have purely a theatrical 
character and possibly also- will lead tho way to the liquidation of the C.I# 

c » To tho Sections 13-25 regarding tho perspectives ♦ 

In section 18 there is a statement that the revolutionary groups in 
existence today arc superior to tho "Zammcrwald Left" not only numerically, but also 
in forco and homogeneity. Rather bold. Tho Zimmorwald Loft was forged in the fire 
of the world conflagration, which seriously tested ovc-ry organization and every in¬ 
dividual. The new organizations havo fob tho most part not yet proven their serious- 
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ness and above a 11 their homogeneity in major tests. Their alleged homogeneity is 
based in part on their simultaneous recognition of certain principles. How far 
such recognition is purely lip-service* is hard to verify. Even the Basle reso¬ 
lution against war could bo and was interpreted as homogeneity of the parties of 
the Second International. Many experiences have shown us that the alleged homo¬ 
geneity is in reality quite abstract. 


Section 20. The struggle■ against centrism requires not only example* 
propaganda and criticism* but above all an active and practical policy. It is 
necessary to bo able to show a concrete way out* bocauso only in this way can the 
masses be convinced of the inadequacy of centrism. Every thought of a 2% Inter¬ 
national is to bo fought by pointing out the necessity of a revolutionary basis for 
unity* and moreover by concrete examples and proposals. As to ‘'vague and confused 
unions" it is necessary to state more definitely what is meant. A new JJimmerwald 
for example* could also be mistakenly described as such* or any kind of united 
front* Here too wo must point out the ncsossity of clearing up confusion where it 
exists by practical proposals and propaganda* and not simply turning away* mutter¬ 
ing words of ittitation* from oxisting confused unions insofar as they roprosent 
workers organizations. Here wo must point to Lenin’s anti-sectarian* realistic 
policies* his acceptance of the Zimmorwald conference* the theses on tacticc of tho 
3rd Congress, and his struggle against the ultra-lofts in his"Infantile Sickness 
of Communism". It must bo made clear that communists can ally themselves with 
others only when they are in a position to contribute through their work to raising 
the revolutionary level of tho whole. It must bo pointed out that this is possible 
not through abstract propaganda alone* but through concrete collaboration. 

In Section 24 tho sentence* "A now epoch needs a new international 11 
must be omitted or reformulated. From tho fact that wo are"in a new epoch* wo could 
also conclude according to tho same logic that wonood a now theory. 

In other respects wo arc in agreement with tho content of these sections, 
d• Sections 26-28 regarding the war . 

Starting from tho statement that the slogans for poaco etc. "are empty 
and lying phrases* if they are not accompanied by revolutionary propaganda -and the 
use of revolutionary methods"* it is necessary to emphasize the necessity of the 
struggle for peace * In this struggle it is necessary tp utilize th,c desiro of the 
broad masses of the people for peace to unfold a papular movement which will bo 
directed against capitalism itself# Tho slogan of peace must therefore be under¬ 
stood as a transition slogan and made the basis of mass actions. Great valuo should 
be laid on beginning the broadest united front with all forces that have a.real 
will for peace* In the course of the struggle* insofar as a real mass movement a- 
riscs* the revolutionists have the possibility and the duty of destroying the paci¬ 
fist illusions on the basis of the experiences which the masses themselves will 
have made* letting the movement turn into one for tho overthrow of capitalism. It 
must bo pointed out emphatically that abstract slogans "For Peace and the Brother¬ 
hood of tho People" (appeal of the Bolshovik-Loninists* May 1934* "To tho Prole¬ 
tariat of Both Hemispheres") are to bo rejected as much as purely platonic declara¬ 
tions against a "coming" war* if the so"opp onents of war" are not ready today to 
take part in a movement which is out to mobilize the masses against war through 
revolutionary policy• 





- 12 - 


c. Sections 29-33. 


Section 29. The Declaration of Four , which contains only some general 
st-tements -s to the nocossitv for a nw International and its basis, hastily 
thrown down by a few coaradws without discussion in their own organizations, cannot 
be described as the "Program of the Fourth International". Against the statement 
"ifo must build new parties and a now International on a new founaationj that is the 
key to the solution of all other tasks', we have two objections. First of all, wo 
are not in favor of basing the now International on some kind of "new founda ion 
not further drocrib.d ,.bbt • -want it.-, to be built on the foundations of communism, ^ 
further developed out of the basic ideas of Marx, Luxemburg and Lenin. Second, this 
formulation must have the effect of meaning, "We can do nothing before the new In¬ 
ternational has come into being". Wo on the contrary think that the new Interna¬ 
tional must arise out of struggle, and that wo must therefore unfold this strugg c, 
intervene in it, in order to arrive in this way at the new International. If we 
have no concrete policies, concrete advice, concrete analyses and continuous close 
connection with the masses, if we do not lay the main weight on pointing out the 
"next link in the chain", if wo rather put the organizational slogan of the Fourth 
International, which is necessarily abstract for the masses, exclusively in the fore” 
ground, and if wo otherwise depend on spontaneity, then we abandon our role a£ a 
vanguard and become adorers of the fatalistic historical process* 


In Section 31 wo consider the statement, "The position of the class 
enemy is hopeless" as an exaggeration* Evon if wo do share the view that capital— 
ism is g oing to its inevitable decline , still,with Lenin, as to the next political 
stage we arc of the opinion that "there is no absolutely hopeless situation for the 
bourgeoisie"* The experiences since that time do not justify us in declaring this 
(naturally historically limited) view of Lenin as outdated* 


In Section 32 the characterization of the development of the Internation¬ 
als is incorrect* With regard to the Second International it necessarily gives the ~ 
impression that it was revolutionary in its entirely up to August 4, 1914, and that 
on that memorable day it was betrayed by a small group of functionaries, while the 
great mass for some reason or other willingly lot itself be betrayed* 

In reality the Second International, in the most important countries 
of Europe, developed in.the epoch of rising capitalism, whosG reflection in the 
minds of the masses .was reformism* The latter had embraced ever—incrcasing masses . j 
long before August 4 , 1914, and driven them on the road to class-collaboration* 

It is likewise false to declare.that the Third International gave the 
example of a victorious revolution* It was rather the othor way round* The Russ¬ 
ian Revolution came before the foundation of the Third Intornational and made it 
possible altogether* 

f • To Sections 34-38 regarding the practical que-sti ons * 


To this we propose that the organizations which are prepared to sign 
the Open Letter follow the example of the Dutch R.S.A.F. and affiliate to the 
International Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity, in ordor to work within it 
to activize its work, for the preparation and commencement of progressive mass 
actions, for an intensive discussion tying up with our* experiences among the 
separate parties, and thus working together for the new communist International# 
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In conclusion! Wc consider the appeal, on the ground of the objections 
herein set forth, ns unsuitable in its present fora, 'fc ire pro pored to make- m 
elaborated counter-drift for the comndes in i very short time, one which in our 
opinion would not only be more ippropri vto in its tone, in the manner of its 
criticism, etc., to obtiin i heiring for the signers of the Open Letter among the 
best liyc.rs of the proletariat, but which would also really represent "a commentary 
on the Doclirati on of Four in. the light of the experience of the past ljr years ". 

* * *** ** * >jt sjt * ** sjc * * * * ** * * *** * ** 'f * * W * '•* ** '»* * ** h* ** >je >(■>£ ¥ * ^sji ** * -»*V **>,<;*: h** 

>K-s+; * - 1 ** ^ ofc.iJc >|c He* ;>|c j|c >jc ,,»** * * * * * * * if >f * * if * * * * * ^ sjc * vjt * * * * * >,i * * * * * V * -6 sje * * * ;.,e * * * * 

HOLLAND8 ... ' 

CRISIS IN THE R.S.A.P. OF HOLLAND 
("Neue Front, December,1935) 

The. RSAP held a special national congress on November 16th and 17th, 1935, 
in Utre.cht,/(.which dealt exclusively with the differences which have come up in the 
party. 

Up to now, we have not publicly criticized the developments in the RSAP, since 
we hoped that this party with which we have friendly relations would have enough 
inner force of its own to put an end in time to the Trotskyist disruption. 

Our expectations, unfortunately, were not fulfilled. The condition in the 
RSAP today is such that with the help of comrade Schmidt and s’ome other leading 
elements from the. OSP, the Trotskyite influence is making itself at home unhamper¬ 
ed, and becoming an acute danger to-the party. 

In order the better to understand the present conditions in the organization, 
it is appropriate to glance backward at the accompanying circumstances, the causes 
and development of the differences. 

An ' Unhappy , Fusion 

The RSAp,as is well known, 8 months ago, through the fusion of the OSP and the 
RSP, came into existence. The OSP, with its 3500 members was, on the basis of its 
historical origin and in accordance with its aims, most intimately connected with 
the SAP. Hie RSP numbering some 800 members, had developed from an opposition 
group in the CP of Holland and based itself in its work on the syndicalist trade 
unions (NAS) including some 13,000 members. The main functionaries of the RSP are 
even today, at the same time, paid trode union secretaries in the NAS. Inter- 
nation,ally, the RSP was affiliated to tho. ICL. 

The acute situation in Holland, with the Jordan uprising in the summer of 1934, 
with the Catholic emergency decree -government of Colijn, with the constantly grow¬ 
ing Nazi danger in the Mussert movement, cries aloud for a revolutionary party. 

The Dutch SP, ultra-opportunist in its policies, ultra-bureaucratic in its internal 
regime, is able, in spite of everything, to maintain itself against the Stalinist 
Cp which has gone over from shouting "social-fascism" to opportunistic chasing 
after the reformists. 

Thus the merger into a unified party would have hacj great possibilities and 
tasks in Holland. 


» 
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^ im P° rtant t0 ^ave large organizations. For the time being, small 
veil trained cadres are sufficient. If later on sometime, the working class 

arofficlrs ra0tl0n ’ thQ Cadr ° S mUSt th9n ' takQ ° V9r the l9ad9r3h iP of thefo masses 


The Tasks of tho Qppo sition 

throus^theTr)!^ 8008 ,9 f y olearly ths da,lgor8 >,hich beaten the party 
ct.^rian position of the party executive. In an obioctivelv 

“ Pa f ph ^^ b y comrade Bladergroen (•'Bureaucratic Sectarianism or Revolution 

dam) the r eonLf+- ° ° b ? a j“® d from ** ; H. Dodroot, Araazonenstraat 54, Amster- 
J’ ‘ pp ion nas pointed out the symptoms of sickness in the party and 

withdrawal S of S th° ln f ^ ba ° k t0 h9alth * 11 demands among other things, tho 

Jf f «*>*■“«»> lnnQr P art y democracy, creation of statutes for the 
io« J S 10n 9 pro f r ? m of action > a clear position on the trade union quest- 
and'hr^ H* a ° °“ S ° UtBld ® tho RA3 » * h9 ^ade unions, training of the members 

training m-teri S l ^ P ^° bl ® ms in the P arfc y and labor mov ement, issue of 

training material, creation of a healthy relation to youth organization. 

th6 °PP° sit i°« demands for the future as up to now, close 

state ri^rSJi^r 8 utilizatioK as a basi - * ^ 


decisions of *** abtl ^ d9 of party executive up to now and the present 

made verv lif of the °PP 93 ition within the party will be 
ible. tte Sotskvitof alS9 . (and this willb9 regrettable), quite-impose., 
that is to rH 7 T 111 contlBUe to centralize according to their views, 

o5 +V, 8, +J S T° mors and more p° wer int0 the hands of the party executive and 
n the other side, deprive the members more and more of their rights. on a 

iS , iS: 1 n ty sit0ou : iv8 attMh •«« «>.» » 

r * “ 9 ? a ) 1V9 ° riti9ism of th « CP and SP, but without 
tha uuiS r , ° r 9 " 10r ° nt P oli °y me narrow attitudo toward 

iraal tho RS 1 P ,°„n? f 6 ““ isolation fr0 “ th » On an intomat- 

iSf off fr» !“ 9V9r B9r9 « losol y an th. ICL and theroby wall 

th.”4th^ntertational^will^then”^ ollow^soon!* ?r08U “ ably ’ th0 f °” da ‘ i0 ” 

last 0 fSrWtt i ort B i ^ r f° E>ini0 ?’ Sh0Uld ” 0t 80are * he “PPOtitiOh from making a 

siblo elementf stUl )° 8aV9 th ° parly > ' ith tha hel P of 111 th9 =«■- 

further t... r lly 1 ft ln .J* froIn oomploto destruction by tho Trotskyists. 

lieht-mindoril u ° F n 9 °PP 08 ition- is to koop together those members who were so 

thl oWs rt™ 8 f l8d b u J th0 ! "' rty 9x999ti '' 9 * 89 that they may not bo lost to 
the clas,s struggle or perhaps be thrown into indifference. 

, 0pp08 i tio " in ita difficult work must see that'what "conquered'* at the 
iJw ** has sh own by its methods, that it is flesh of the flesh of that old h 
eJi+ h“° V9m ? nt Wh ^ ch has 9ith0r already gone to pieces before our eyes or is in- 

the destiirS n ?h!s°e 4ictort».“° ^ ». no doubt as to 


j^tnnn!*’zir***’*** , * M *”***’**’*****’''*’”****"**”***.***.*****-*...... 






-19- 


FRANGEI 

DORIOT* S ROAD 
(Correspondence) 

It is high time to point out in a connected manner the road which Doriot’s 
development has taken and throw a clear light with the help of documents on his 
latest phase so far# This should permit even the uninitiated to see that Dor— 
iot's 'way has gone further and further away from that of the revolutionary work¬ 
ers* movement, and today runs in almost the opposite direction# 

A Hopefu l St art 

Let .us recall briefly the beginning of Doriot’s opposition. At the-end of 
1933 ? when the Radical Socialist cabinets of Daladier, Chautemps, Sarraut, etc# 
followed each other at ever shorter intervals 9 when the fascist organizations 
appeared for the first time and staged street ribts, when, in a word , the ’’crisis 
of democracy 1 * had become clear to all? nevertheless the Communist Party, complete¬ 
ly failing to realise the situation, calmly continued the policies of the /•third 
period”, seeing the French Socialist Party (SFIO) as the main enemy and in its 
own way supporting the efforts of the reactionaries to drive the radicals out of. 
the government. Doriot, who at that time? was on the Central Committee of the . 
French CP.came out sharply against this insane policy and demanded cooperation 
with the Social Democracy#. As was to be expected, he did not gain his point and 
was simply **put on ice’*# Then came the events of February 6 th and 7th - com¬ 
pletely surprising the CP# But even after that, the sectarian line was not aban¬ 
doned, although the united front wave, the desire to offer resistance in a united 
front to the wishes of the reaction for a coup d’etat swept over the working mass¬ 
es of the whole country# Everywhere, spontaneous united front committees arose, 
but the CP, after the German example, broke and smashed them. 'They were able to 
maintain themselves only in a few of the small communities, above all, in the 
Parisian workers 1 suburb of St. Danis, where Doriot has been mayor and as such 
chairman of the red municipal administration since 1929. Contrary to instruct¬ 
ions from the center, Doriot remained on this united front committee together with 
representatives of the SFIO even after the general strike of February 12th and his 
behavior was approved by the overwhelming majority of the workers of St# Denis who. 
were largely organized in the CP. This was shown at the new elections for the 
municipal administration# By a demonstrative and voluntary resignation - from all 
posts, Doriot and his adherents wanted to subject their opposition policies to a 
plebiscite of the inhabitants of St# Denis# They were re-elected by an unusually 
high majority. Doriot was then ordered to go to Moscow $ when he refused, he was 
finally expelled from the party and the Cl in June, 1934. 

At the beginning, his opposition was limited almost exclusively to the quest¬ 
ion of the united front on a national scale# He did not open up for discussion, 
the international questions in the communist movement. He undertook propaganda 
tours throughout the country and succeeded in creating united front committees in 
a few places# The creation of the united front between both parties at the end 
of July, 1934, confirmed the correctness of the opposition’s attitude, but at the 
same time also paralyzed the momentum of his. movement. If his' criticism of the 
CP was nevertheless to become the starting point for a revolutionary tendency, in 
face of the general enthusiasm for the united front which was finally being real¬ 
ized, it would have had to go much deeper, and at the same time, he would have had 
to show a road for the revolutionary way out of the present situation in France# 

He failed to do either of these things, but limited himself to attacking and ex- 
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posing the bureaucratic methods (orders from Moscow 1 .) and the destruction of 
party democracy, all in the most superficial manner# As to internal policy, 
at the end of 1934, there came from St# Denis, the slogan, "One class, one party, 
one union 11 • As to foreign policy, his position had long been unclear# In any 
event, from the very beginning, it was extremely pacifist# 

As the connection of French imperialism to the Soviet Union grew closer in 
the course of developments, Doriot f s line in foreign policy crystallized into the 
slogan, ,f we must negotiate with Hitler 11 (in order to maintain peace)# Then came 
the actual conclusion of the Franco-Soviet pact and the famous Stalin-Laval com¬ 
munique# Doriot raised a storm against it, on pacifist, not on revolutionary 
grounds; "w© refuse to march again, not even for the sake of the Soviets'#"# 

M The People's Front' 1 , he declared, "was made in order to prepare for the coming 
war against Germany"# 

It was only natural that such words wore hungrily snapped up by the German 
fascist press, and still continues to be# For example, in the Berliner Boersen** 
Zoitung of July 11, 1935, under the headline, "The People's Front as a Cover for 
Moscow's Foreign Policy", we find the following sentences quoted from Dorioti. 

The foreign policy of Soviet Russia plays a great role .in the movement of the 
united left front# For the Communists, the •People's Front* is not only a sim¬ 
ple anti-fascist movement but also a means of moving the masses to support the 
foreign policies of Soviet Russia# It is a means of systematically supporting 
Soviet Russia against Germany, and of stopping a peaceful rapprochement between 
France and Germany such as the French masses hoped for# The People's Front is 
not only a means of eliminating fascism at home, but of preparing the working 
class and the whole country for an eventual war# Therefore, the People's Front 
which is led by the Communists, is especially dangerous"# 

If this position on foreign policy was already disquieting, his orientation 
on internal policy seems to be taking an absolutely counter-revolutionary direct¬ 
ion# . In a previous letter, we passed along the report which was carried by the 
satirical weekly, "Canard Enchaine", which is always well informed — the. pros- 
pective^creation of.a so-called "third party" (with tendencies to authoritarian¬ 
ism, national planning, and a corporated system), whose leading staff is to be 
composed of the "Volontaire Nationaux" who recently resigned from the Croix de 
Feu, such as.Maudhuy, La Roche, etc# of the Left Radicals, Jacques Kayser, Jean 
Zay, of the journalists, -Pierre Dominique and Bertrand do Jouvenel 7 of Bergery - 
and of Doriot# In. two articles in the weekly "Europe Nouvello", which maintains 
relations with these circles and - with Laval, the above mentioned Bertrand de 
Jouvenol throw open this question for discussion# In the issue of July 20, 1935, 
he observes that for years in France, the "resignation" of young disappointed 
leaders from all kinds of parties and groups continues without interruption; 
Bergery resigned from the Radical Socialist Party, Deat from the SFI0? Doriot 
from.the CP, Maudhuy from the Croix de Feu, Roger do Saivre from the-Jeunesse 
Patriot©,etc.etc. They all want "something new" , a# o# some kind of "planned 
economy" in which there will no longer be the "special interests" of some 200 
capitalists (it is not clear even to themselves exactly what they want). Neither 
capitalism nor socialism# But all the efforts to create this "something new" 
have failed up to now# For the masses have remained with the old parties and 
groups,.and those leaders who have resigned, fearing to be considered renegades, 
have almost always laid aside their former ideology only timidly, piece by piece# 
But how would it be if all these "resigners" were to unite,, i.e# Berger y^Doriot 
on one side, Maudhuy-Saivre on the other, and Beat as,a "hyphen*'? Would they 
be able to build.a "national union" with the aim of "regenerating the nation", 
a movement to unite the lefts and rights of French society on a higher level for 
the benefit of the entire nation? 
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Jouven!A^°f d ?r tiCle + (, l Ur0pe Nou y ell0M August 10, 1935) Bertrand da 
movement« g r"third X !\° th * 3 ^ u ® sfclon and examines the obstacles to such a "new 
the nsrs™ ih d f °5° 9 + According to his opinion, there are-three factors 3 

difficult T m f 0rial reSources ’ ideologies. It will be very ' 

ablf^ for x QXam P l9 » t0 “ake the "anti-militarist" Eergery accept¬ 
able to the nationalist youth. it would be very difficult to obtain the necoss- 
ary money for propaganda etc. And third, so fj, the ideology whSh all ?hese 
scattered "oppositionists" have in common is extremely fragmentary. Ill of them 

conceives o/thH^in^ pa ^ lame ” tarisG1 and against capitalism, but each of them 
fVvio +i • a d afferent way. At the close he puts the question, "is 

this synthesis easy?" and he answers, "No^ Is it possible? Yesl" 

nflM objection can be raised that these articles express only the more or less 

Sr iSrVLS •-* actual, being ZtT- 

H ‘ +? ut u thlat caSe > thoss who refuse to have anything to do with such 
*n ” lna 10n& would have to separate themselves with the fullest publicity from 

trarv^rb* , W ° Chl ? g ba3 beQn heard frora ^oriot to this effect. On thl con- 
y, it has transpired that he has been negotiating with one of the resigned 

^ve 9r menti!ne e d Gr °omb X 'V** (Maudh ^>* H -e « ^ of no importance whbthorlhe 
out of rf!+l !• cora Jination ever comes to pass or not. (it seems to be already 

YoLe 4l!nis?AA"% +£ m ° m th9 Gr0ix de Feu have dust Joined with the 
to fomTa al fr ° ff m t he N0O ~f°oialist 0 S, the group of the "Hommes Nouveaux" 

to form a 'National Workers Party", the Parti Travaillistes Francaises). 

Doriot U wJhTbA^! n m f m ° r0 WG l Shty Pi9Ce ° f evidenC9 a. to the connection of 
Doriot ith these circlesi an interview which he gave to Pierre Dominique, * n d 

the'ri^r^ 6 ' in bhs "Discussion Supplement - Revolution? When? ByXm?" of 
the right wing radical daily paper "La Republique" of August 3rd, 1935. On the 

ZL Pa o?\ WQ n nd ^ rT ° f ° ne 0f the resigned <*** de leaders, and the 

This interview* ? J?® L ® ader " of tho fascist League "Solidarite Francaise". 

This interview of Donofs, whose importance cannot be overestimated, h*d a very 

text r9 o!ittinftJ h - St0ry i ° f + WhiCh W6 Wil1 Speak la1i0r * . Below we-bring the full 
e ^- c< j g e Journalistic embellishments about Doriot'e appearance, posture, 


•that I I® i f PLE 3 FR ® T --'’ ’ Did thQ y realiy think', he said, 

that I would not march along too on July 14th?' 'They' - that means tho 

vomniumsts. And Doriot added, 'Naturally, they threw mud at mo.' " 'Doriot, 

0 renegade* very good. 1 And Daladior lots it go on.' What is the People’s 
ron altogether? Then they do not want all Frenchmen in it?.... No. ^They 

IT ®v°d e idn^ ^ iS 0n8 + ° r t hat ‘ Family ^ uarrel3 ‘ Let us better talk' frank- 

dy * n l ^ y d + ldn t uh ? y Want rae? Y]h y did th0 y slander me? Because I' din- not . 
thorn y i * h -- h0 l R ^« :iAn s» lsn,t that so? Because I did not want to bow before 
, ecause I did not want to obey their commands, because the People's F~ont 
Twelves, and for your readers too) was born where? In Moscow. I could 

on^tn % & n ?Ut Xt 4 -^ n ltS fQG ’ b, fchey t ried 1:0 capture its leadership and hold 
on tLha- Be0ause the People's Front has always existed as a gathering of men 
into.+fo 5 certain^ideas, or at least long before they injected themselves 
l + ° r f t0 T r0V1V9 Xt * And therefore I consider myself a member of tho 
0 Pl ? Fr ° n J lf J “ ay say 30 » from birth ^ nd tradition, and for that reason, 

^ tay dn dt P reciS0l y ^ order to eliminate the Russian 
influence* (Continued next page) 


,f THE TWO OPPONENTS# ’Do you think that I will ever isolate and separate 
myself from the people? No! But 1 will not let them deceive this people* You 

know who its enemies, aret on . the one hand, the Soviets , on the other, .capital!.. 

I wanted to be safe from both of these tyrannies#’ 

^Doriot bends over a little closer to me* ’Capital, the Soviets, and their 
friends, the one as well as the other want to prevent us from carrying through the 
national regeneration 5 by forcing us to adopt the purely critical position! »*••*. 

But first look at what the People’s Front actually means at bottom*, or-at least what 
it was before it 'was captured by leaders who surely did not deserve such soldiers* 
The People’ s Front - that is at bottom the-flight of all that ‘is young' away from 
what is old; that is the discovery of the Nation by individual communists;, that is 
perhaps, or could be, the return of the radicals to the great’ mass, of the" people* 

The People’s Front which the Soviets are trying to lead, through the instrument of 
the Communist Party is insofar as it Is. independent, the struggle of the independ¬ 
ents of all the left parties to avoid the constant' censorship and tyranny of the 
general staffs.*. Yes* If it were led honestly by Frenchmen .and in.a national 
sense#.,# Who knows? Perhaps• it harbors within itself the regeneration of the. 
country** 

!f IHE FUTURE OF. THE PEOPLE’S FRONT., ••’Then*, I said, * it seems, to you that, 
the People’s-Front has a great future * 1 ’That is 1 , murmured Doriot, ’if it were 
properly handled *. What is the finest bloc in the'world worth if it is not based- 
upon a program? Yes, we have the Plan of. the GOT, X know* Good, let us accept 
it* But we must start something* To carry, on eaiti—La Rocque .business is very 
clever but it is no program* To sing.by. turns the Marseillaise and the Inter¬ 
nationale? Also not* La Rocque doss,, not need to have a program, but we?’ 

•Perhaps 1 , I said, 1 if a Leader should arise *..*** 1 *■ • , .. 

’’Doriot makes a. grimace* ’’No, that would not be enough , and' it would ' fail* ■ 
And then, what Leader? From which camp? In pbint of fact, the People’s Front 
is made up of three parts i the radical, the socialists, the - communists*. As to 
party discipline, there is none among the radicals, little among the socialists, 
a great deal anong the communists ~ and therefore, the..communists play the part of . 
a sort of fraction* • Only**** who guarantees that the.y will be followed to the 

very end? How can one follow; a .part y which is incapable of creating its own 
doctrine, which imports it fresh from abroad y which smashes everything personal, 
which acts only on orders'-from Moscow ? 1 ' ’Nevertheless 1 , I objected,.’Moscow' has 
done at least this much, good, that it has driven them, to recognize the idea of. the 
fatherland * 4 ’Yes’, answered Doriot, ’but. if tomorrow Moscow’s interests should 
coincide with the* necessity of defeatism among ‘.us? The interests of France-,- the 
most central interests of'this people, you see, are for peace* And since Germany 
is our only possible opponent, peace with Germany* 'With-no matter what Germany, *■ 
do you understand? Only that does not suit the Soviet Union., and that, is why *** 1 
*He smiledj ’Have'you noticed how- pacifistic the Russians u^e.d to--be?.; The fact 
is they had no arms* Now that they possess arms, they are less pacifistic, aren’t 
they? Among them, the propaganda for disarmament was a tradition* Suddenly, 
they broke with this tradition’. • ’That is true’, .I replied, ’but'let us hot for- 
get that Stalin is going full steam ahead along the road which we may call nation 5 - 

al communism ’ . ‘ • . . ' ■ 

- * - . . , . .. • 

’’MEMORIES OF THE RUHR'OCCUPATION'* ’Notice this’, said Doriot ,. ?p u ememb'Qr " 
that at the time of tho Ruhr occupation German cornmunism was national through and 
through* I remember a speech of Radek. in honor of Schlageter,that ultralight 
Go,rman whom our occupation troops shot down because of terrorism* Radek called 
him the ’Knight of Nothingness’, and celebrated him. even though.he was surprised 
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not to 0 oe him among the communists* Perhaps that will allow you to understand 
better Vaillant-Coui*v>rier's article, his appeal to the resigned Croix de Feu 
(Volontaire Natiomauxj• Wasn't the alpha and omega of the German Communist Party 
the struggle against the Treaty of Versailles? The German and the Russian com¬ 
munists agreed to support the treaty of Rapallo and the husso-German alliance. 

The last great program of the German Communists was based on reaching "national 
and social liberation*. Hitler said nothing different. To shake off tho Treaty 
of Versailles, to proclaim the right of self-determination of the peoples and 
therefore struggle for the 'Anschluss' (with Austria). Undoubtedly the German 
Communists fought hard against Hitler, but in actual fact it was a competition be¬ 
tween them and the Hitler people for power on a national scale. I mention this in 
order to emphasize the fact that there is nothing new in the present maneuver of 
the Soviets. What the Soviets did formerly with Germany, they are now doing with 
Franco, and are driving the French Communists to carry on the same old policies of 
the German Communists. The game, besides, is carried on on a personal basis and 
in a most unashamed manner....' Doriot looks at me and concludes, 'once the 
Radical Socialist Party wants to negotiate with Hitler, the whole splendor will 
fall to pieces.'" 

And then follow the remarks of the interviewer, Pierre Dominiquei 

"A NEW FORMULA AND A NEW MAN. Thus Doriot has exposed the manouvor which 
■will undoubtedly be attempted by Laval and will be connected with Leon Blum's man¬ 
euver to create‘a Labor Party oh a more limited terrain than the People's Front. 

■Now he is abandoning these Russians, who are brutally persecuting him in retribut¬ 
ion, and we sepak of the necessity of finding a new formula which at one and the 
same time includes concern for the country and concern for the enormous mass of 
workers. 

"I have only been able to summarize here a long discussion with this fighter, 
this man who is most sharply attacked .by the Communists, but who remains himself, 
with the people in his heart, retains his post as mayor of 3t. Yanis with his faith¬ 
ful, and remains one of the surest reserves of the great revolutionary and national 
movement of tomorrow. He has seen more slearly than anyone else, even more than 
Moscow. 'That has made him appear a heretic, but it has made him free. Today he 
is beginning to take advantage of this freedom of thought and action in order to 
give a national character to the revolution which he has long carried within him¬ 
self. The fact that the communists great the fatherland and its flag, and thereby 
steal his ideas, have put him somewhat in the shadow, but he is patient and calm, 
he waits without forcing himself into the foreground but without ever evading re¬ 
sponsibility. No one knows when the hour will strikes the main thing is to await 
it and to seize it. Pierre Dominique" 

We can spare comment on this interview. It speaks for itself. One can im¬ 
agine that its content has made even the last "true believer" at least ca.reful in 
estimating tho development of Doriot. After the interview appeared, there was 
great confusion among the independent revolutionsy forces in Paris. For it was 
precisely under Doriot*s protectorate that the anti-war. -and anti—civil peace con¬ 
ference of St. Denis took place on August 10 and 11* At a preparatory session, 
therefore, several comrades, pointing to the newspaper with Doriot's interview, 
'declared that they would now have to change tho meeting place, since one could not 
go to St. Denis to an "agent of Laval". The represents ive of Doriot then present, 
simply denied the interview from top to bottom in the most determined way. Doriot 
himself, is supposed to have done the same verbally.. .. 'But so far, there has been 
no denial in writing. At tho St. Denis anti-civil peace conference itself, at 
which Doriot did not personally take ps.rt, the matter came up on the floor again. 
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Here it was his closest collaborator, Barba, who defended his master from, the 
speaker’s platform. There is only one written report on it, that of the "Rev- 
elution Proletarienne", whose author however is supposed to be friendly to Doriot, 
so that cauuion is required-. Moreover, the very fact of the small place which 
J hl " ; . Q ’ rQn+ ' is in the conference report of the "R.P." (in contrast with the 

’valeis ca~e * fox instance), shows-how the objectivity of its author stands. It says 


"....Barbe denied the teat of the "Republique" interview, which, he said, 
reproduced neither the sense nor the form of Doriot’s thoughts. On- the other hand, 
it is true that the resigned'members'of the Croix ds Feu had asked for a discussion’ 
with the comrades of St. Denis. They were received like all those who apply to 
Sfc. Denis for advice. But nothing else happened or is happening.Tou vho want to 
struggle against war', continued Barbe, 'must be prepared for all kinds of slanders 
and insults such as those which we are receiving now. You must know that we as- 
sume responsibility only for our own actions and written documents." 


As can be easily seen, the decisive points were evaded. Barbe did not even 
try to deny the fact of the interview* 


Jle have used, above in connection with Doriot the description, "agent of 
Laval". And in fact this is a further "complication" which makes the development 
of Doriot appear so fatal. Besides, one ought to know that Laval is the Mayor of 
the northern Parisian workers’ suburb, Aubervilliers, which adjoins Doriot’s com- 
munity, St. Denis. The very proximity of the two mayors is of a nature to tie 

to S e ' fc5l6r * ....Their line on foreign policy must also be considered, 
which coincides on more than one point, and above all on the decisive point, 
antipathy against the Soviets . 

Yes, one may ask, but cannot this assumption be proved by the statements, 
speeches and articles of Doriot? For a leader of a community with a relatively 
very class-conscious worker population like St. Denis, it is naturally impossible 
to^take- the part openly of a prime minister under whose government severe measures 
against the working class (emergency decrees, etc.) are on the order of the day. 
But whoever understands how to interpret things will quickly discover an element 
of support evon^in Doriot*s attacks on Laval, strange as that may seem at first 
sight. Wq quote below a fow sentences from a speech which Doriot held on July 
24, 1935 in St. Boniss 


"Today the Communists are storming against Laval's emergency decrees, and 
wo too,are opposed to them. We all are right ... But nevertheless the deflation 
policy is not Laval’s alone, but also that of Harriot and Frossard....". Or 

"...If you (the CPF) shout every day in the Humani'te that the government has 
issued shameless emergency decrees, still you are incapable of carrying on your 
action 'within the left delegation and against the entire government; you limit 
your attacks to a single minister although they are all in solidarity with each 
other." Finally, 

’....In orc ^f r to make myself understood, I might say that we must concen¬ 
trate our fire against the entire government, but that our criticism and our con¬ 
demnation must be more forecful in regard to those who reach us their hand and stab 
us in the back the radicals)* 11 

It will h.ave to be admitted that these words, which taken alone, represent 
a thoroughly correct policy, acquire a very doubtful aftertaste in view of the 
background mentioned above. 
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• •••••Iti the issue of September 14 of his paper* "Emancipation";) Doriot 
wrote a truly unprecedented article headed "The 1 Independence 1 oi the Communist 
Party* 1 . In this* he discusses the most recent depision on this poinr; of the 
Seventh World Congress and proves (what wo all know),that in reality nothrng will 
be. changed* The article does not attack the problem from the Lon ini si: stand- 
point * but puts the question from, the point of view (we must say - bourgeois one) 
of. "Free from Moscow"* That this must load to sentences and "exposures' 5 which 
bring water to the mill of the counter—revolution in general* can be seen from 
the fact alone that the- rabidly reactionary-clerical "Echo de Paris" of September 
18 brings with groat display some excerpts from this article of Doriot 1 s. To 
give an idea o^. the spirit which permeates this article* we bring the seven 
questions which Doriot asks in it of the CPFi 

.1* Has comrade Sachin* now the independent director of LHumanite* brought 
back from. Moscow the majority of tho stock of L r Humanita which was handed over to 
Comrade Piatnitsky some years ago? 

Has Comrade Thores* tho general master of the party apparatus* given up 
for this year and for tho future* the subsidies from the Comintern which are in¬ 
dispensable for tho functioning of the party and tho paper? 

"3# Have tho delegates of the CPF in Moscow demanded that the ECCI stop 
sending telegraphic and telephonic orders and stop the censorship of tho decis¬ 
ions of the Political Bureau of the Central.Committoe? 

"4 .Have the delegates demanded tho right to consult with full independence* 
i#o#* without the presence of international representatives, bearers of directives 
and orders * who arc constantly Intriguing to force them on tho delegates? 

u 5 .Will the party apparatus be freed from the presence of the famous inter¬ 
national instructors * who* without fixed responsibility * direct tho whole party 
apparatus without consulting it?" 

Questions 6 ?„nd 7 deal with the election of party functionaries by the 
Comintern and the C.C. without the collaboration, of tho members*, and with the 
tactical zigzags on the basis of decisions of the ECCI* likewise 'Without consult¬ 
ing tho members. "Has that too been changed now?"* asks. Doriot a 

If one wanted to give material' against tho communist movement into the hands 
of the reaction* he could not do it bottor than Doriot with this article. Was it 
on purpose or not? 

7e leave the decision on this to the reader. Wo, however* think that, 
from a nope of the communist movement* Doriot has become an enemy of the communist 
movement • 

**********************t****#******************#*#*******#********#*####*^^*#***** 
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH MO VEMENT 


1. International Youth Bulletin, August, 1935. 

Meeting of the Secretariat of the International Youth Bureau of 
____ August 18th, 1935. _______ _ 

Point 2 on Agendas The Bureau and the Internationalist—Communist League (ICL)* 

The representative of the ICL at this point on the agenda presented the 
standpoint of his organization on the 4th International. .He said that his 
friends had considered the Bureau from the very beginning as an auxiliary for the 
new Youth International within the framework of the 4th International. It was 
necessary to reorganize the Bureau on the basis of the ICL. The acceptance of 
the 4th International was to be the criterion. The condition for the Youth 
Section of the IGL remaining in the Bureau was the clear acceptance of the 4th 
International and the enlargement of the Secretariat by one representative each 
of the French ICL Youth organization and of the Dutch League, with the headquart¬ 
ers in Paris. 

It was pointed out by the other comrades that the ICL had., for a considerable 
time already openly regarded itself as standing outside ,of_th<$ Bureau, and .in any 
case, is working in this direction# After the Paris conference, the represent¬ 
ative of^the Bureau was accused of "betrayal", the Paris action committee was 
split, etc. The articles of the ICL leadership about the Bureau were .articles 
against the Bureau, such as the long article igainst the SAP in' "Unsor-Wort" and 
other publications which contain statements contrary to fact about the Bureau. 
Trotsky’s message to the Socialist Youth International Congress in Copenhagen was 
two—thirds directed against the SAP. The "ICL Youth Information" carried untrue 
statements about affiliated Leagues and the direction of its polemics was‘against 
the Bureau. It was particularly pointed out that the dispute was not oh the 
quest ion, whether a new Internat ional is necessary. But the question is, whether 
the Bureau should become a tool of the Trotskyite "International Secretariat", or 
whether it should proceed seriously on the basis of the Lille resolution to the 
work of gathering -and clarifying the revolutionary working class youth. The dis¬ 
puted questions must be clarified at the next meeting of the Bureau. Until then, 
the interests of the Bureau require a Secretariat capable of functioning. It was 
therefore proposed to the representative of the ICL to stop the destructive at-* 
tacks and declare himself prepared for comradely collaboration. This, however, 
was refused by the comrade from the ICL. Thereupon, the representatives in the 
Secretariat of the Socialist Youth Leagues of Sweden and Germany’ (SJV) gave out 
the following statements 

’The representatives of the Socialist Youth Leagues of Sweden and Germany 
note that Comrade Held as member of the Secretariat of the International 
Bureau of Revolutionary Youth Organizations at the session of the Secre¬ 
tariat of August 18th, 1935, a) expressly refused to cease the attacks of 
the ICL on the Youth Bureau ‘and the work of tho existing ICL Secretariat 
against the Buroau, b) specifically stated ho was not propared to coliab— 
orate loyally on the basis of the Lille Conference with the SJV of Sweden 
and the SJV of Germany until the next session of the Bureau* 

"The representatives of the SJV of Sweden and tho SJV of .Germany, therefore > 
find themselves compelled, in the interests of the positive con tinuation 
of the work of tho Bureau and of tho res pons ib 1 e pr o pa ra ti on of the next ~ 
Bureau session to carry out the work of the Secretariat until that time* 
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without Comrade Held. They will likewise propose to the Revolutionary 
Socialist Youth League (RSJV) of Holland, in accordance with the wish of the 
Swedish and German Leagues, that it be co-opted into the Secret ari it;- Tno 
affiliated Leagues will be informed after the answer of the Eutoh • comrades 
as to how the practical work of the Secretariat will be carried ri uii in the 
future. 

(sig.) Willy Brandt (sig.) Kurt Forslund M 

2. International Youth Bulletin, Vol. 2 Ho. 7, October, 1935, page 17 
THE SPECIAL CONGRESS OF THE RSJV CP HOLLAND 

The IOL Minority Quits the League. 

At the Lille conference, both the Socialist Youth League and the Revolution¬ 
ary Youth League of Holland joined^the International Bureau of Revolutionary Youth 
organizations. The two Leagues had two entirely different courses of development 
behind them* the SJV arose in 1932 out of the Opposition ox the Social-Democratic 
Youth and therefore was built up politically. The RJV was the Youth Organization 
of'the Syndicalist Union (NAS) and therefore • came along with the RSP into close 
contact with the IGL. Even before the Lille conference negotiations for collabor¬ 
ation between the Leagues had taken place, but were broken off and the relations 
between them were aggravated again. The International Youth Bureau always empha¬ 
sized the necessity of creating n unified, independent youth organization in Holland. 
After the negotiations for merger of the two parties-led to a positive result, the 
question of unification of the youth entered into a now stage. The tv/o leader¬ 
ships arrived at complete agreement as to the course of the unification, and as to 
the program and tasks of the organization. On March 24th, 1935, the Revolution¬ 
ary Socialist Youth League (RSJV) of Holland was founded with some 600 % members. 

The RSJV affiliated itself to the International Youth Bureau, and the Lille resol¬ 
ution was its political basis. 

Shortly after the unification, however, it appeared that within the organiz¬ 
ation, there were far reaching differences of opinion. * The greater part of these 
concerned the international questions, particularly the relationship of the ICL 
to the International Youth Bureau and to its affiliated Leagues. The former func¬ 
tionaries of the RJV stood entirely on the standpoint of the International Secre¬ 
tariat of the ICL • On October 12th and 13th, a special Congress Was called to 
decide the disputed questions. Previously, the differences were discussed through¬ 
out the entire organization. 

The Special Congress in Amsterdam took a course which was by no means gratify¬ 
ing for the revolutionary youth movement. Its result was a new split, the adhoronts 
of the ICL leaving the hall on the second day of the Congress and constituting them¬ 
selves as the "Leninist Young Guard", affiliated with the ICL. The £ oil owing 
briefly, was the course of the Congress i arrangements had been made for two poldt*- 
ical reports from both tendencies, with a discussion period. However, organ!:,— 
at ibnal questions took up the whole first day -and part of the second day. Then 
came a motion to take up,at last, the political report. The ICL fraction, how¬ 
ever, demanded that first of all, the proposal be taken up for theexpulsion of the 
leadership because of their harmful attitude to the organization. The first motion, 
however, was passed by fourteen votes against seven. Thereupon, the ICL minority 
loft the Congress. It refused to discuss the questions for the sake of which the 
Congress had boon called© 
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Comrade J&n Molenaar then gave his report and sharply condemned the attitude 
of the oppoenents who had caused a new split by their actions# He demanded taut 
the old foundation be restored to the organization* Next spoke Jan Kcomioii, 
itor of the "Rood Jeugd"* He emphasised particularly that collaboration^ wi th +zb 
RSAP would be maintained even if the majority of the party e xecutive should 
clare itself in solidarity with the IGL. 

On the question of the youth International, the comrades then decided, 

"that only when complete agreement on all principle questions and the imporusnt^ 
tactical ones exists, can great confidence, comradeship, solidarity and disc-pintle 
prevail among the revolutionary youth organizations 5 that the new Revolutionary 
Youth International can arise only out of and through practical international 
collaboration and joint concrete actions, experiences and lessons* The congress 
recognizes that there is as yet no possibility of passing over in ^he ac^ca for 
the new Youth International, from the stage of preparation and propaganda in 0 
that of practical organization* It decides upon the greatest possibij .0 cooper* 
at ion in the activities and the work of the International Youth Bureau, in oxdei 
that the pre-conditions for setting up the new Youth International shall be creat¬ 
ed as quickly as possible* 

From the other decisions on the international questions, we point out 1he 
following * 

For the next Bureau meeting, the Congress proposes the anti-war resolution 
of the Paris conference in February, 1935, with an addition on youth and the war, 
as the basis of the Bureau on the war question* Further, it supported the de¬ 
cision of the Secretariat to work in collaboration with the International Bureau 
for Revolutionary Socialist Unity for the gathering of the forces "agains .t war and 
civil peace, for revolutionary action," and for an International Conference of ih 0 
opponents off civil peace* The attacks of the IGL on the Bureau and the Secre¬ 
tariat were rejected and the decisions of the Secretariat’s session in August, 
upheld • 

fn a special decision, the political and organizational independence of the 
RSJV was emphasized but it was proposed to work in close collaboration with the • 
RSAP* The intervention of the Party into the internal questions of the Youth 
and vice—versa wore rejected* Tho' functionaries of the 1CL fraction in the pre¬ 
vious national leadership wore expelled from thq League* It wa.s decided to.set¬ 
up a solidarity fund of the RSJV and to proceed as.soon as possible with issuing 
the League organ* 

Comrade Molenaar, chairman of the RSJV, closed the Congress-, pointing to the 
threatening danger of war* He said that Holland, top, could not be noutral in 
Ih e coming world war and proved it by the efforts of Japan to acquire naval^bases 
in the Dutch colonies* "The political foundation, of the RSJV," he s aid , "is cor¬ 
rect and must be retained* The RSJV must continue to fulfill its duties, must 
proceed to carry o>ut its tasks more actively and energetically, and draw the les¬ 
sons out of the events which had just happened.*" 




















' SECTARIANISM . CENTRISM AND TROTSKY 

(STATEMENT BY NATIONAL BUREAU OF LEAGUE FOR A REVOLUTIONARY 

WORKERS PARTY ) 

. *■*: ... \ 

The crisis of the revolutionary movement of the past twelve years is rq— 
fleeted in the crisis of the revolutionary groupings and also' of individuals# 

The position of Trotsky in the present situation is therefore closely tied up with 
the general prospects of the movement for a new International* The needs of the 
present period place the building of a nqw international revolutionary party in 
the foreground. Hie principled and practical problems of how to build a revol¬ 
utionary organization acquire an unprecedented importance* 

Yet it is precisely in these tasks that Trotsky in the past has failed the 
movement. 1W® have’previously pointed out the contradictions between his, pol¬ 
itical theory and his organizational practice, between the formulation of the 
theory of permanent revolution in 1905 and his organizational relations with the 
Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks in the whole period from 1903 to 1917, between his 
formulation of the criticism of Stalini3m in the period 1923 to 1928 and his help¬ 
lessness in the strategy of that struggle? between the formulations of the prin¬ 
ciples of the International Left Opposition and the absolute failure to build an 
organization under the slogan of "Reform the Comintern”. 

But sin«e 1933, Trotsky and the Internationalist-Communist League (ICL), 
cutting adrift from the sinking hulk of the Cl, had.,to stand or fall, not on the 
basis of theoretical formulations but on the tasks‘which they had set themselves, 
building a new International. During this period, the disparity between the high 
level of theory and the low level of organizational practice has been narrowed - 
by reducing theory to the level of practice.' Organizationally, this period has 
been marked by a series of zigzags in no way corresponding £o the objective histor¬ 
ical development» the new International was supposed to be built, first on tho 
principles of the Internationalist-Communist League alone (Militant, Sept. 30,1933) 
then on the basis of a bloc of four groups (‘'Declaration of Four”), by “winning 
over” centrist elements in other groups (OSP, SAP)) next,by breaking with any 
centrist organisations (those in the IAG, growing antagonism tn the SAP), while 
jumping into the parties of the Second International, first of all in France, on 
the basis of national peculiarities and quickly broadening this out into an inter¬ 
national line except for further national peculiarities in Holland and USA) again 
based on imroinenj; expulsion from the French Socialist Party, a sharp zigzag back 
to-the policy of building the now International around the ICL (“Open Letter of 
Five”), building an independent party in France, with out fighting for reinstate¬ 
ment. in the Socialist Party. All these turns were executed in the space of two 

"years* . Not one of these turns was made on the basis of open discussion by elect¬ 
ed "delegates -in an international conference - there never was such an international 
..conference) ewery. 6ne of these turns i>?as imposed from above by Trotsky. The or¬ 
ganizational practice is absolutely on a part with that of Stalinism. During 
that whole period h s well as in the preceding life of the ILO, uninterrupted splits 
•-be cur fad which are still continuing. Along with the disintegration, has como a 
ateady decline in^ mass influence and in membership and the loss to the ICL of tho 
Spanish, German, Greek and other sections. On the whole, a retrogressive tendency 
baCt’f to the pure propaganda circle has sot in, while a steady stream of ballyhco 
stud "exaggeration h&s been maintained, in order to cover up defeats. 
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Mcrfcort jog V fo c->ry t o F it Pra ctic a 

The degeneration in theory has come from the forcible attempt to adjust prin~ 
ciples to these organizational zigzags. With the opportunist swing toward the 
Socialist Parties, came the abandonment of the slogan of Soviets in France, the 
acceptance of a workers’ and peasants’ government (Bium**Ca«hiu), constituent assom- 
blv and organic unity between CP and SP "if oh a revolutionary program 4 (exactly the 
position of the Left Socialists,in the USA), and the monstrous assertion that "the 
mere fact that a comrade does not accept the dictatorship of the proletariat does 
not mean that he cannot be in the same party, with us — ha will learn from experience” 
Merita, Oct. 18, 1933). In Trotsky's latest article, "Sectarianism;, Centrism and 
the 4th International” (New Militant, Jan. 4, 1936), the Belgian Socialist Party 
yPOB), the extreme right wing of the 2nd .International, is defined as follows, 

’"In Belgium the trade unions are fused with the Party, the Belgian Party is essen¬ 
tially the organized working class”. If this is true at all, it was as true in 
1919 as it is today, and as it will be no natter how sharp the conflict becomes be¬ 
tween revolutionists arid reformists within.the POB. If to split with the POB means 
to split with the working class, revolutionists must never split with the POB under 
any circumstances and permanent, capitulation to the reformist leadership is not only 
sanctioned in advance but elevated to the level of principle. 

But this estimation:' of th.e.POB is only incidental to Trotsky’S article'. It 
is supposed- to deal primarily with the defense of Marxism (here identified with 
Trotsky's "general line”) against'sectarianism and sentrism. The article opens 
promisingly enough. Its very, first sentence is,"It would be absurd to deny the 
presence of sectarian tendencies In our midst." Healthy self-criticism on the face 
•of it. A little further down, we are told .that, "To a superficial mind, it ,may_._ 
seem that such words as sectarian, centrists, etc. are merely polemical expressions 
exchanged by opponents for lack, of other and more appropriate epithets. Yet the 
concept of sectarianism as well as the concept of centrism has a precise meaning in 
a Marxist dictionary." 

Yet•we are 7 doomed to disappointment on both counts. Before’we are through 
with the article, wo are told that,, "the organization of the Bolshbvik-Lehinists,: 
after purging itself of sectarian and centrist tendencies, not only grew numerically 
but etc.” And the last Sentence tolls us, that '.'only’ that organization will be 
able to survive and develop which has not only cleansed its,ranks of'sectarianism , , 
but etc.” The organization in .question..is notnamed* but:"surely it 'Is fair 'to 
suppose' that the author hbd..in mind none, other than-.the . ICL. In other words , after 
writing a long article > Trotsky is back where he started from. . 

But ghat Is ’Sectarianism? •** • , ; 

Nor do we fare any better in the effort to find, out what sectarianism is, es¬ 
pecially after we are told that it• has a "precise meaning in’ the Marxist dictionary”. 
It appears from the article that the sectarian, creates a correct program but does 
not take steps to have'the Working class accept it j "active intervention into the 
actual struggle of the workers masses is supplanted for them by an abstract propa¬ 
ganda of a Marxist program". We are also told that, "he who is-unable to step in 
time over the confines of this circumscribed existence (of a Marxist circle — ed.bd.) 
becomes transformed into a conservative sectarian. The sectarian looks upon the 
life of society as a great school.... The sectarian is the direct negation of dia¬ 
lectic materialism.... does not understand the dialectic action and reaction. 
lives in a sphere Of ready made forumulas.••» to the sectarian, discussion is a 
goal in itself... for analysis of reality, the sectarian substitutes intrigue, 
gossip and hysteria." 
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Ihose items of description may have all the vividness which is from 

personal experience, but they do not add up to make a Lmist 
•‘precise meaning”. . They certainly do not apply to the policy of the Communist 
Party during the H>lrd Period which the ILO and Trotaky oansxatently (andjorrect 
ly) characterized as sectarian. It is not enough to e ririwlcs the 

is like a man who satisfies his thirst with salt water? the ™>re_hethe sect- 
thirstier be becomes? or that the centrist swims with the current while Sec * 
arian ”generally does not want to go swimming at all m order not to wet hi 

principles”. ■; 

What we need is not some watery similes, but something more solid in the form 
of a discussion of the fundamentals of revolutionary policy ^ 

?t was precisely to supply some material for such discussion that we reprinted the 
Sp aa y mevolutioaary Policy" in Vul. 1 Ko. 3 of this Bulletan aa a 
basis for. a criticism of the SAP as well as of Trots y• 

As we see it, revolutionary policy is concerned with finding the ® ho ^ t99;b , 
and surest road from that which is (the objective and subjective ?Ll- 

Sass struggle under capitalism) to that which must be (the overthrow of ^pital 
ism, the dictatorship of the proletariat, the classless 

can be solved only with reference to both sides, the immediate t Jgg . ■ 

ultimate goal, The break with Marxism consists in iosmg one - the : 'next 

sectarian, concerned with the ultimate objectives alone, loses sight ° f Jf 19 * e * . 

immediate link in revolutionary policy. The opportunist, concerned wxth^he^ost 

immediate problems alone, has notrevolutionary outlook or Perspec J ’ .. t „ 

may use a simile to illustrate and not to take the place of definition, the sect 
arian Ly fall into a ditch because hs has his eyes fixed on^to the hori^the 
opportunist bangs his.head into a wall because he has his eyes fixed onjojhe 
ground. The revolutionist has what scientists describees not to9 c9 £“°* h *. 
phenomenon, i. e., normal eyesight, constantly adjusting its Spoons ^ 
road of the objective historical development, and not to his subjective aeiicien- 

cies in eyesight. ... 

Sectarianism, therefore, is isolation from the real movement of the masses 
by getting too far ahead of it? opportunism is dro ^*«:‘ r9V ^ U ^ 0nar | 0 ^ 1 ^ 
the real movement of the masses and therefore trailing ^ind x * uti L a ry policy 
sided and neither is concerned with the specific pro em ,+•„ w hich will 

Lich is to device, on the basis of permanent principles, those tactxoe i 
JLing the movement forward from the.immediate situation to the next stop ahe 

toward tho revolutionary go&l* 

The polar opposite of ^fUltflaniam then, is opportunism, and it is to op¬ 
portunism, not centrism, to which the desperate sectarian resorts. 

Sectarianism and opportunism are definite political lines, one 

SBSSSSSs 

the proletariat# 

Revolutionary policy adopts those policies which load moat directly from 
the immediate- struggle tb the Ultimate goal* 


gangers of QantHtm 


Xi M e «o VT r* e a clearly defined political 

have in commcmj .the effort to Obtain ’.-* u ’ ai * e p f Political tendencies which 
In trying to find a aiddS• rw*d 'fo ■ ' v ^~ y ^ opportunistic means, 
objectively and historically ,. the iwg tendencies 

the .opportunist than to the' nvduH ^? *sn»g far more readily t 0 

.danger. . ih 9 immediate t r; ™*•*£ *A£js ^herein lies their special 

has., this been, the -experience^ in thanks?'* 3h f d °^- the. ultimate goal. Particularly 
-vement. -During tL ffifj iE , tha revolutionary * 


movement, -During the upswing'f SP ta igL^S^ 8 ^ th ! revolutionary 

around* . < ? & ‘ • 1922* however* the (j^xporxefcce was- the 

« • ' . * » • | 


oth e r • way 


the specific characteristics of thil or that ^ dea ° y but characterizes it, and 

jective situation in which it finds itsfllf !^ 8 ??^ 0 ?^° UP are S iven by the ob~ 

opportunist , or sectarian, oh"revolut^S! : ^particular political tendencies, 
Centrism in. the question of biiild-w : am ®*>g. 1 ^UOh. it is trying..to triaheuver. 

«**" °PP°rt uniats and^fte' S £?oluSJ£S * ■«***•«■* *> <>»*' 

to* in /?? rioa ^ (° U > «*•»»), the 

xsm.. With the turns and zigzags of fh« -/ + revolutionary. line versus sectarian- 
. with the CU in 1934, revolufiS™- ^ ^ ot f ky S- rou P» after our tendency- Broke 
opportunist,. Ihe ta “ff? the struggle^inat 

“ a . ;«* them ns - a 

other X^!t V*** ™*^" well «"i„ 

, pentrism drifts* A 8 struggle against opportunism toward Whidh 

ertiolH 13 Hie theo^tas^o drift Sofifthl r" *9 i» Trotsky-s 

practical organizational policy ha . ° fhlB Practice,-, and in his 

support of the Cannon-SchLhtmln ■??n- 1 ~ omit ^' fc0d ia . the United States, to the 
standpoint of defending his Organization f, Vrfh . ola arti ? le ; is written from' the 
of revolutionary policy. Ho cannot defend +h^ S leadershi P ' a V confusing the issues 
their.level. It is not posOible fOr^^^4 these : p 9 ople. unless he gets down to. 

to : b U xid a revolutionary4rly K SS \ iousiy the Ration of how 
Seh.nch.tmen of unlimited euppert in rftu| ^•■“ 4 

ion of organizational°prinoiple" 1I> of hw te ° f t|13 PrSaont period, the quest- 
party are lost and eonSed'' el '’ ° 1 '" t T„^ t0 „ bull<i - “ JOTOlutionary international 
right magazines and pamphlets put out by tbo rirbt. If 31lly “asses win read the 
slogans, the revolution will vet h k : - 0 r S a Ba2ations..with' -tfae right 

'faith in tho. written wort, thf o^Ini^e ?* ««Mi« that'.puts all 

political line of vacillation method <?f .control from on top, the 

unisti 0 chasing .after them in the Tol' *1* b(Xr ^ n , div ° r ^° : f rom, the ■massos and*opport~ 

.w.orhing^ qlae0' , j,. these constitute tho cKanactoristi‘ in '^ 9 ^ giura called the M Organized 
ganizations and explain whv thev »»«' i >c eristic features of the Trotsky hr- 

the Ration ltd'll »> ^^ti K aIy ; blur- 






Evading Political Analvaia of U.s. Groups 


brie f Sectio » <» the United States in Trotsky's article constitutes a 

cSenl^TMa 100 ° f ^ P ° litiCal diffe —* » about a l »uch poSuc^l 

ar^werin^* h v? aE aBalyS18 as oae would exooot from a Gannon or a Schacbtmara 
•-woring a heckler at a Sunday night mass meeting, 

has 9 qoI- t, 0 i U ^ 9 ° tiVer Psychological caricature of two individuals. Yet it 
\ \f , . a purpose# As far as Field is concerned, it aims to discredit the 

dv!Sg bothVT ?\Trtt ?Vta ; o«neoted and evade it. political criticism by 1 
ia thf !°! J *? P^sonal baaie. On the other hand. It aims to put an obstacle 

stood torjrt l h ' c r» 10atl °” ° f th9 revolutionary groups which the LIMP has always 
cessions wS o 1 V?. now in h9lpine *° «Ui.. through the joint dis- 

s’osssis.sss. 1 ^" (oahlar °™ p) aBi tha ltiian 

on Field r althono-^°-’+ 11 r ® aso h s * ii! is necessary to deal with Trotsky's attack 

mention o? JSe ” *5* f° m ° f . an U P°* individual, macing no 

familiar. Gald * Krehm, and others with ■sriiose activities Trotsky is quite 

amain^numW^f n its sho ^ess, Trotsky's statement as to Field contains an 

Sachs we !h n rf- 193 ’ i C l Tr ° t3ky toows t0 bQ li®8‘ In the following para¬ 
graphs, we shall dispose of them briefly, giving documentary sources. 

• h "*’ ield 1® h i® satire political make-up, is a bourgeois radical mho ho«? 

surmising Tr C Vi “ Marxism "‘ sentence in itself is somewhat 

irfluen^fww? th9 reV0J - Ut ^ 0nary movem9ni5 » outside of circles under Stalinist 
to J? T« ! h D0r ® name -calling has become established practice, it is customary 
to give some reason for a characterization of such a final kind. Lenin inhia 

p^t^ris:!:^ poi ? fc j d ( i out ' pre J iBeiy in what the b ° ur s e ° is mauwe 

upon Trotsky^s policies consisted. Trotsky has been called a bourgeois radical 
long enough by the Stalinists to know that it is not permissible politically to 1 

the . S t ‘ ana b si = '**<* « carried out wouM show St£ 

viL^o?^ • I* u®-. 9qUally sur Pi'i®ing to find that one can "acquire the economic 
views of Marxism while retaining the political views of the bourgeoisie. on 

gr ° Urad doeS Trot8ky separate Marxian politics from Marxian 

With k o did . not always have this opinion of Field. YJhen Field was working 

Sllow^ P °* Tr0t3ky Wrote 011 October 7th, 1932, a letter reading as 


"Dear Field! 

ine +h« ,+ w I 0 ? u ® d ®rtake to introduce a little clarity into the question concern- 
to which I 9 f racti0B of Stalin and that fraction of Bolshevism 

atelv m-mv / • * b 9 l °+u* It 1S n0t an eaSy task; the Soviet Union has fortun- 

t1n _ y y fri9nds 1Q th9 world. Not a few friends has also the Stalinist frac- 

U x UEL • » • • 


... Your article, written v/ith a full knov/ledge of the literature of the 

fusi™°”’ IT “ d ? ub * 9dl y aerTO *° eliminate some oousoious or unoonsoioua con¬ 
fusion. Precisely for this reason, I give with tola Willingness. answrs to the 

atlo&a°iw iTt I d “ «* ««*» that shore will bo'soL p^llo 

atiowa «r th aufiioi^ lffg , tXitiAal. to fe ive a dace to 
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your articls* For tny part* X will await with the groatost interest wha>/ thn on* 
por.ents will say concerning the inventions which you have refuted and the fa^ts 
which you have established» 

Yours, truly, 

L« Trotsky” 

This hardly looks like a bourgeois radical specializing in L'n.r:.ian a . onomi :s. . 

An Organ!zation "Of His Own 1 *« 

.* | ' » 

2< But a far more vicious slander is Trotsky’s statement that "To have became 

a revolutionist Field would, have had to work for a number of years as a dDSciplaned 
soldier in a revolutionary proletarian organization} but he began by deciding to 
create a workers moveraent’of his owti r *" Hie slander is combined with falsi^ic^ 
ation by the use of the quotation marks "of his own", as if Field had ever written 
or said anything of the kind* , 

Trotsky is here simply fabricating a myth when he knows the facts point to 
the opposite conclusion* In 1931, Field ‘joined-.the CLA and contributed a-series 
of articles to the Militant v on the crisis of American capitalism as a result of 
which differences developed with Cannon and Schachtman* The basic clash was on 
the political question of the role of the Left Opposition* 

The inevitable conclusion from Field's articles was that the present crisis 
was-the beginning of a series which would go deeper and deeper, that there was-no 
outlook for reformist and centrist parties, and that the revolutionary organiz- 
ation must participate immediately and directly in the class struggle instead of 
remaining on the outside as propagandists trying to influence the Communist Party* 

In this position’, he was supported by many of the healthy revolutionary elements 
in the organization* Gannon and Schachtman on the other hand, held that because 
of the famous "relation of forces” the CLA must remain a propaganda.group not part— 
icipating in the class struggle directly but only through the Communist Party 
(See Thesis, July 22, 1931). The,struggle developed until Field was expelled in 
May, 1-932* In a statement to the membership committee, March 15, 1932, Field 
wrote as follows i 

si . , 

"The policy of looking to the official Communist Party as the only hope for 
the revolution is radically false* The party is going through a process of de~. 
generation* in common with the 3rd International* We cannot say at this time 
whether this process can be arrested in time* or whether it will go on to a point 
where the official Communist organization becomes a definite obstacle tc + he 
world revolution* . To look to the Party alone means that one regards i+-s restore 
ation to a correct line* not in detail, but as part of a complete regeneration, 
as not only possible (which I believe) but inevitable, which is a proposition to 
v/hich the Opposition has never committed itself# For otherwise, if there is a 
possibility that the processes of degeneration will not be stopped from within* 
even under the pressure of criticism from the Opposition, it remains an an element¬ 
ary duty of the Left Opposition to build up an organization whose 1 strength ic net 
based on its ability to teach or influence the official Party* and. meant; 

independent action in principle#" 

Although Trotsky had come out for an independent party in the United States 
in 1929 (Militant, November 30, 1929), he did not say a word against the tail* 
endist thesis of July, 1931# After his expulsion Field went to prinkipo* 
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(internal^ullat^w J 0 . th ® National Oonmittee of the CLA October 20, 1932, 

Oddos- tion ^ f ?® W3Bi +,c ® u -°Pa seeking the ray to th< Left 

it se^ously'*! f ^ agnmSt ^ i0ld bu - for hl “* proved that he meant 

, + . In _ Pr f nki P°» Fi9ld prepared a document on the"Perspectives of the crisis 

Sf e Left Oofosit Trotsky had this serAo the sections of 

L t Opposition together with a foreword which concluded as followsi 

iri „ Left Opposition, in Spite of its small numerical strength can be 

«Mrt«a 3 th .‘SOSaZ hono J able ?!•>'•< ^ the moss struggle Is show by the 
Opposition tf =?oradbS. I, any oass, it is ths task of the Left 

T!! . unfold the questions olearly before the Party, to outline Hie eenar- 

Left Oooosliron’b* 0 ° f BS ^le. Now, Use thL everf oan tts 

from the real devoid' t t thVcT™ gr0l “” Standlns 0Sida 

izations keep their hand on the.pulse of the proletariat and fulfill their role 
in l^iTtoS «mtS U Surt C I^ ; i93“). to thS Un °” M1UOT prsae «“•»“* 

fishtimJ^ 1S r,° P9n + an + d °^ ear Su PP°rt of the position'for which Field had been 

Oommittee o? Z CU M^oss.^terni'luilstin’Ji^li'r 0 " 8 *° *“ ^ i0nal 

In regard to the future in America, the plans of Field are. insofar qh ■?+ 
appears to ms from conversations with him, the following t He returns fullv deter- 

zv°:°:z: r t h : l z °°rz un ^ u ** *» *“*. 

But in any case not by the methods attempted by Tleisbord. He will oroDose hia 
statement ° he *league without simultaneously raising the question of his rein- 
Sold mI'I,'; k 1 Surin 8.« la “uurso of this work it will perhaps bo proven that 
•b«ftfr h th" lf bslon f G 4518 organization. But this you will be able to judge 

relationshio^it^Field “““w” 08 - »- at 1 -* *• upon is th j tT 

^tionship with Plold be M m ua. as, posribls so arrange d that he can i^ti^- 

lbturo also be utilized for our international th e oretical wo rks." /ihderUnluv ours) 

ioal works? ^‘sr^r^o^?,* 8 T 5 b0u rf 80ia radi<,al for ibtsrnational thsorst- 
gaSzatiw "of his ow»” 08 th8 b8giml,,E *° build «* or- 

tho HO JLf a ?r r 1 y J 1933 .’ I 1 ! 13 ra *umsd to New York and immediately approaohed 
the NO along the lines stated above. On March 11, 1933, on th© basis of a draft 

oln “ th Prihkipo, ho applied fJr reinstatlment, *ioh 
occurred promptly thereafter by unanimous vote of the membership.' 




Ihe Factional Fight in the Old GLA. J 

o u u? y this j tim9 a violent, unprincipled factional fight was ragine between 
the^LA^snd & it Zr™’ Whi ° h f su “ 9d such proportions that it threatened to split 
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"these antagonisms did not t,ake on a political character. This, has given 
and still gives to the struggle an excessively poisoned character in the absence 
of political content clear to everybody... 1he struggle of the groups has taken 

on such sharpness that a split automatically is placed on the order of uhe day... 

If it is difficult for us, the leading militants of the International. 'Lef^ Oppos¬ 
ition, to grasp the motives of the ferocious struggle, the American worksrs 
including the members' of the League itself-, would be all the less capable oi fin¬ 
ders tending the causes of a split. . Ibis manner of a split at tpe top fou... a in¬ 
finitely shatter the authority of both groups and compromise the authority oi the 
Left Opposition in America for a long time to come.’* 

i-rpo avoid -these consequences, Trotsky wrote to - Fieldl Oa April 13, 1933, 
he wrote i 1 \ v '' ' ; ‘ ". ' ' ; , V" '' 

n Tt is very good that you and Esther are already b ack in the League. I 
congratulate you sincerely. It is-necessary at all costs to prevent tie sharp¬ 
ening of the internal struggle? the elements who do not belong to either oi the 
two factions must impose a little mare patience oh the more intransigeant comrades. 
A split at the •present time would mean an irreparable catastrophe..." 

Again, on May 5, 1933, he wrote more specifically to-Field* 

’’The situation in the League disturbs us all here very touch. • Inasmuch as 
■there are., no clear differences of principle,, it is necessary -that a buffer be 
formed "to attenuate the shocks and prevent a possible split : 

One of the leading elements’in the formation of this buffer desired by 
Trotskywas comrade GaldIs who had consistently maintained a-p-osition -for mass 
activity and against sectarianism in the GLA. .Trotsky was 'kept fully advised oi 
the formation and activities of this "independent buffer group" and actually took 
a position in support of the independent comrades even proposing than they be 
represented in the National Committee, (internal Bulletin No. 14). 

During- this period, after-the. .collapse of the CP in .Germany» vth® ILO came out 
for a new International and the CLA verbally agreed to turn to mass activity. 

The comrades of. the independent, grouping, true to their principles, were the tirst 
to attempt to put this turn into pimctice. Comrade Caldis through his connections 
with the Amalgamated Food 'Workers, took an active part in the organization, campaign 
among the hotel’’workers and brought Comrade Field into this work. This is not the 
place to rehearse-the •events that led'up to and followed the hotel strike. We 
have analyzed "the lessons of the hotel strike'* in a pamphlet by that name, pub¬ 
lished by us in 1934. 

For the purpose of this article, suffice it to 3ay, that Cannon and Schacht- 
man made their peace by a joint agreement to knife Field and Caldis in the back on 
a series of framed-up charges to which they had no opportunity to reply in the 
midst of the general strike. The fight of the two factions separately, and later 
jointly, against Field and Caldis was carried into the trade union work and ac¬ 
counts for the failure of the CLA to support the strike and to begin its frame-up 
i.cticd tho moment the strike began, putting their clique interests above and 
against the interests of the workers* 

Trotsky finally had to choose between the independents and the now reunited 
Cannon-8chact man bureaucracy. These elements have as their only basis in the 

labor movement, their parasitic existence on the prestige of Trotsky, so that he 
could rely upon them for unquestioning ohodience. For this roason, he supperoed 
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them in their strikebreaking tactics, against Field and Galdis, and as his latest 
article shows, he is still committed to that choice. 

Yet as. late as September 9th, 1933, he was writing to Field* 

ation ^ **?«*$ nectary; that you participate with energy in the elabor- 

steo that P r °gJ-'ammatic manifesto... Hie manifesto is now the most important 
step that we can and must make”. x.ipo. vanu 

had elau^d^W^r 06 !^-^ 6 ^°“5 g90is radioa l and although more than two years 
”of his'ow”! 1 J ° ln9d th8 CLA ’ he WaS Sti11 not buildin S an organization 

and Ganada ^L^h! SSJf ^ Ft* *** ^ br ° ke with ^ - the U.S. 
h .; f 5 it was not form an organization "of th air own 1 * but to 

5E\E 2E2SE?«lf£ ora, X^u^, 

ist Partyl U sin°- Trotskv** tt ^ anizatlon in September, 1934, and .entered the Social- 
pairin' e a \r u° j. u ^ French turn as his excuse^ was it necessary for Field 

It + t KrJh v bUild *” d full responsibility for the organLaUon’ 

no ims as field been alone in the leadership of the organization. * 

exolain^thoiFinabii h ! re oondem " the whole regime of Trotsky and the ICL, and 
buildin/of til b Y lty t0 . ln f !isul ' a U P t0 th « central task of the present, the 

in this task, th^y wo C u~e t“Sn1\he£ e^trVpasI^ 

kt**” noiat stes? ° f 

Mi th£ r rir^ 

«4rs swsaag- and 

indubitablv^lSaf+o t0 fx traSt F i 9ld with Weisbord « He thinks Weisbord is 
suoe-ficial IS ^volutxonary type than Field, On .what does he base this 

a traitor’^ 7 Is it because Feisbord calls Trotsky 

define! 2l be °'" US f he haa a fishwife’s tongue? Because he supports nation-1 

defense in a "progressive war” on the side' of the Soviet Union? Or because hit! 
anxious to identify himself with anti-parliamentarians like Guy ildled o? slkulil 
House and syndicalist organizations? . y ‘ uar,3a 01 Bakunin 

ifirr + in!*Ic b !I d realiz e s _hi3 group c,annot continue with the tendency towards un- 

tcniv movaLS 8 gr .r s .act upswing.in ths rovo“t- ' 

icnory movement, attiep m danger he employs the;-tactic of. the skunk, v^ich emits 

In tI« T 0 tt To2 °! f9nslYe t .° everyone in his neighborhood - except the skunk, 

R^oup in IhS’h 5 iSSU6 ° f th ! ClaSS StrUg§le > he haS ^ on thl llhltl 

g..oup in i/zhich he expresses resentment at the preliminary discussion of th- + ,->r~ 

ganrza 3 on with the » and the **,. The reeentment takes the fL cf a sS.. 

"agent P of S the^1 attack mciuding « great many simply fraudulent fave'ntiens such as 

lit ’ Tf +v, Pci ^ roleuia Institute", "broker** foccasionally amplified to ^pawnbroker”' 

■t Cj - a p0l ^ ical ^aracterimtion,. i, would be necessary to tllwor '' 

’ a ^Imidate the m, by throwing mua a! the 

v.. a Fi j. a ? x u may oo woroh whilo to d:\L- b ... 

feish on* gj-oup# _ 


.,th x 


s it uati >jc 


oh o 
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Its political program is built very much like ® ^progressive war" 

little from the Stalinists (ns* ional liberation o t ^ Trotgky (Anglo- 

in defense of the Soviet Union, red trade ^ ^. a lit tle from the syn- 

Russian committee, Chinese revolution, hew ^ whists (lynch the lynchers, 

dicalists (trade union policy), a + . hr+i _ nB 0 f hie own (self-determination 

open the warehouses), together with «°ntrxbutio« ofh-^ ^ ^ ^ library , 
for the American Indian, no second-class bos | ’^ b arty an d of the bloc 
etc*) » not to disturb the deac 111 Jh ia, ^"conception whatever of 

rAhf"rty or 0 - ty “ a tha gr ° UP ’ 

more than the difference between principles and uactic 

Organizationally» hi. group io so ^ 

the first contact with a re*iXx^^iLberin^ about training leadership, the group 
shielded from it. With all ' b3ae + ^fS iwitia.-ti.Vo and responsibility in the hands 
does not train cadres but concentrate . peai political life» has to.be 

of Y/eisbord. The group, not participating u | convince them that they , act- 
kept in a state of artificial excitement which ^ co ™ d01 ' 9 by painting , 
ually mean something in the r0VoXu ^ lon '^^, g° V g d ! Trotsky wants a 4th Internat- 
themselves a redder red than, anybody^“^tis^rganisat ion into'the 
ional, they ; will build t^stSists want a black Soviet 

Kj 7 im a ^Lrt^^S’^fictitious Negro Ohamber of Labor ahd 

’•lynch the lynchers”. 

It is impossible to see a ^uL^revolution^^nternati.pnal. 

can contribute anything toward building-a. genuine 

*************************** 
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